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Abstract 

Sustainable development is an overarching, global societal goal, encompassing the search for 

a balance between economic development, social justice and environmental protection. 

Sustainable development has a strong legal position among the ultimate objectives of the 

European Union, underpinned by the growing recognition in the EU of the inextricable entity 

of humanity, our natural environment and our economic system. In the search for the 

balancing that this goal requires within the nonnegotiable limits of our planet, the principle of 

sustainable development is the key. This principle requires the integration of environmental 

protection requirements in all areas, with the aim of achieving a sustainable development.  

The codification of the principle of sustainable development in the environmental 

integration rule, now in Article 11 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 

(TFEU), has enhanced the position of sustainable development as an overarching objective 

and especially that of its environmental dimension.  

The Lisbon Treaty has strengthened sustainable development as an overarching goal 

and expanded the scope of the environmental integration rule in Article 11 TFEU. The Lisbon 

Treaty thereby brings to the forefront the important question of what Article 11 TFEU – taken 

seriously – actually entails.  

This paper argues that Article 11 TFEU has significant legal implications for the 

institutions of the European Union, entailing direct obligations on all levels: Law-making, 

administration, supervision and judicial control. The implications for the Member States are 

rather more indirect, but nevertheless highly relevant, influencing the interpretation, 

implementation and application of EU law; the justification of Member State initiatives that 

restrict free movement; entailing a possible duty to act to promote overarching objectives 

under certain circumstances, and perhaps also indicating a coming general principle of 

sustainable development on Member State level. The paper also touches upon the implications 

for EEA law, the main focus being on EU law, and closes with some reflections on the 

normative significance of EU law methodology. 
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