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A key issue in the debate on Multi-Level Governance (MLG) relates to the consequences of MLG 
for the role of the nation state. Other important issues relate to how to categorize MLG in terms of 
law or law-based forms of regulation; the effect on MLG on legislation and other forms of law-
based governance; and how MLG connect political and law-based governance. 
 
This project will contribute to new knowledge on these issues by analyzing the role of the state in 
forestry governance in national contexts which are at one time affected by political objectives of 
other regions or international organisations, and at the same time affected by national objectives and 
aims of strengthening participatory forestry.  
 
The project will analyze the EU’s Forestry Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) and 
the World Bank’s Forestry Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) programmes in Vietnam and 
Cambodia. These programmes support the fight against illegal forestry and at the same time provide 
the EU and the World Bank with opportunities to influence the substance of national legislation, the 
use of private or public-private agreement based labelling schemes for legal sustainable wood, and 
the national administration of forestry in cooperating countries. By looking at the FLEGT/FLEG 
cooperation in Vietnam and Cambodia the project will analyse the effects on the role of the state at 
various levels of governance, including across international, national and sub-national divisions, as 
well as how means of governance that form part of FLEG/FLEGT may be categorized in terms of 
law, including as new forms of law or public-private regulation combining political and legal 
governance at various levels. 
 


