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Information about the PhD project to be part of the project Transnationalism from above and 

below: Migration management and how migrants manage (MIGMA).  

 

Introducing MIGMA 

MIGMA is funded by the Research Council of Norway and headed by Prof. May-Len Skilbrei at the 

Department of Criminology and Sociology of Law at the University of Oslo. MIGMA starts up in the 

fall of 2015 and will run for four years. UiO’s partners in the project are the Peace Research Institute 

Oslo (PRIO), the Faculty of Law at the University of Bergen (UiB) and the Danish Institute for 

International Studies (DIIS).  

 

The overarching aim of MIGMA is to generate new knowledge about the effects and efficiency of the 

attempts to do migration management, the specific challenges this raises, and to make this knowledge 

relevant and accessible to a broad academic and non-academic audience. MIGMA’s empirical 

example of the practice of migration management will be return of migrants to Nigeria.  

 

The PhD project 

The PhD scholar will contribute to a sub-project on the legality of return in a comparative perspective. 

The PhD project is expected to contribute towards mapping and analysing which legal norms 

concerning readmission are currently binding host states and how the de jure boundaries drawn in 

national legislations delimit what these states can do to manage migration. There are relevant legal 

norms of return and readmission established by supranational convention that set out definitions and 

obligations, but nation state agendas may intervene in a way that produces a bias to how these are 

incorporated into national norms and implementation. We therefore want the PhD project to be 

particularly attentive to patterns of norm incorporation at the national level, and make relevant 

comparisons of how norm incorporation is taking place in other policy areas. 

 In the original research proposal, the host states listed to be compared are Denmark, Italy and 

Norway. The PhD applicants can propose a different selection of cases, but such a proposition should 

be justified.   

The PhD candidate will be based at the Department of Criminology and Sociology of Law at 

the University of Oslo but will be expected to cooperate closely to Maja Janmyr, MIGMA’s partner at 

the Faculty of Law at UiB. The PhD candidate will also be expected to be an active participant in the 

project meetings that well be organised at UiO, as well as in one of the research groups at the Faculty 

of Law at UiO. In addition to a PhD thesis in law, sociology of law or criminology (article-based or a 

monograph), the PhD candidate will be expected to deliver a book chapter and a policy brief as part of 

MIGMA’s outputs.  

 

 


