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The Norwegian Centre for Human Rights (NCHR) is a leading multidisciplinary 
 research institution at the Faculty of Law at the University of Oslo. The NCHR  conducts 
research, education, dissemination and international projects on human rights. The 
NCHR’s uniqueness is ensured by combining research and teaching with international 
programmes in its work to promote human rights. The NCHR hosts one of the largest 
human rights libraries in the Nordic countries. The NCHR has around 70 staff and our 
total budget is approximately 95 million NOK per year.   

 
 

For more information:
http://www.jus.uio.no/smr/english/about/programmes/index.html

Follow us on Facebook: Norsk senter for menneskerettigheter / Norwegian Centre for Human Rights

Follow us on Twitter: @smr_uio

http://www.jus.uio.no/smr/english/about/programmes/index.html


© Norwegian Centre for Human Rights 2017
Photo front page: Participants at the annual 
 introductory course in Human Rights,  
September 2016 (photo: UiO).

Design and production: 07 Media Oslo AS

Project Manager: Susanne H. Flølo
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights



1

Page Contents

   3  Foreword

   4   About NCHR

   5  Main Achievements 2016

   What We Do
   7    Human Rights Education
   9    Rule of Law
 11    Freedom of Religion or Belief
 13    Business and Human Rights
 15    Equality and Non-discrimination
 17    Human Rights Mechanisms

 21  Opportunities
 
 23   Publications



32 Highlights  2016

Foreword 

In 2016 we experienced a shrinking space for human rights globally, including in the countries we cooper-
ate with. Limitations on academic freedom and stricter control with international cooperation and research 
were but some of the challenges encountered. Increased threats on personal security for academics and 
human rights defenders caused concern. Within the field of freedom of religion or belief, previous 
victories could not be taken for granted. Renewed efforts were necessary on basic issues such as what 
freedom of religion or belief really implies. 

These human rights challenges require deeper research and knowledge based action, making NCHR 
efforts more relevant than ever. Cooperation with partners over several years, based on mutual respect 
and dialogue to address common challenges, did render positive results in 2016. For instance, almost 
20 years of cooperation with partners in China paved the way to explore investigative interviewing 
as an alternative to confession based interrogation methods within the police service. 

Within NCHR, 2016 was also a year of adaptation to reduced budgets for international activities and a 
slight restructuring away from a geographical programme oriented approach towards the establishment of 
an International Department with six strategic thematic areas. This report reflects the new orientation 
without losing sight of the important continuity in the geographical focus. 

The year concluded on a positive note with the announcement of normalisation of political and diplomatic 
relations between China and Norway, fostering hope for new cooperation opportunities - also on human 
rights - in the time to come. 

We are proud to be part of a global network of engaged academics and experts, who with their 
 teaching and writing, lecturing and discussions actively contribute to keeping human rights up front,  
thereby preventing the space from further shrinking. 

  
We are happy to present this Annual Report for 2016, highlighting some of the important results and 
activities carried out by the international programmes at the NCHR and our invaluable partners world-
wide. We greatly appreciate the long-term support from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which enables 
us to continue these efforts.

Hilde Salvesen
Director of the International  
Department 

Inga Bostad
Director of the Norwegian  
Centre for Human Rights

Staff of the NCHR International Programmes in 2016: From left: Aksel Tømte, Cecilie Figenschou Bakke, Knut D. Asplund, Hilde 
Salvesen, Yi Wang, Gisle Kvanvig, Lena Larsen and Elisabeth Peroli Bjørnstøl. Also working with us in 2016 but not present: Kjetil Fiskaa 
Alvsåker, Anne Kari Bråtveit Johansen, Asbjørn Rachlew, Mau Don Thi Nguyen, Siri Skåre and Tone Magni F. Vestheim. 
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The Norwegian Centre for Human Rights (NCHR) promotes human rights through inter-
national competence building, knowledge enhancement and dialogue in the countries 
we cooperate with. We have an extended network of cooperating partners, including 
state actors, academic institutions, UN organs and civil society organisations. 

About NCHR

Human Rights Education: Courses and tuition in human rights, development of quality ensured curricula 
and research at important educational institutions. Our partners are local universities and experts. We work 
with civil society, authorities and various professional groups.

Rule of Law: Military and police cooperation, judicial training, protection against abuse of power and 
torture. We support the judiciary’s capacity to improve its human rights compliance, teach police investiga-
tors methods that could contribute to prevent torture and errors of justice. We cooperate with the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Torture in order to develop global standards for police investigation.

Freedom of Religion and Belief: Develop solid and relevant knowledge in order to increase the right to 
freedom of religion or belief. The NCHR contributes to dialogue in cooperation with religious actors in order 
to prevent religious extremism and support actors of reform. Our projects deal with gender, the relationship 
between freedom of religion and expression, the rights of children, and work against violent extremism.

Business and Human Rights: Strengthen transparency and political participation in local communities  
dealing with the palm oil plantation industry. Field studies are the basis for evidence-based inputs to 
 authorities and local stakeholders.

Equality and Non-discrimination: Courses and network activities for academics and civil society 
 organisations, focusing on vulnerable groups including sexual minorities and persons with disabilities. 

Human Rights Mechanisms: Support initiatives enabling our academic partners to engage in regional 
and multilateral processes important to the promotion of human rights. 
 

Main Achievements 2016

Strengthened Cooperation on Human Rights Education in Asia: The first meeting between 
partners in North-East and South-East Asia invoked mutual educational benefits and a network has been 
established to strengthen human rights education across Asia.

Introduction of Investigative Interviewing to Chinese Police: The NCHR was invited to lecture 
and participate in seminars on investigative interviewing methods under the auspices of Renmin University. 
Representatives of the police and prosecuting authorities were present, and a partnership for 2017 was 
established.

Guidelines for the Promotion of Freedom of Religion or Belief Published: Thorough discussions 
at international level between academics, lawyers, embassy-representatives and activists, resulted in the 
Oslo Principles on Promotion of Freedom of Religion or Belief. 

Handbook on Rights-based Enforcement of the Indonesian Village Law: NCHR has contributed  
to a guide on rights-based enforcement of the Indonesian Village Law. The handbook emphasises rights 
and related aspects such as democratic participation, access to information and accountability for 
 economic spending. 

China’s First Law on Domestic Violence Enters into Force: Women’s rights in China experienced  
a major breakthrough when the new law on domestic violence took effect on March 1. NCHR has for several 
years supported organisations working towards its realisation. 

Promoting Universal Standards for Police-interrogation at the UN: NCHR contributed substantially 
to the report of the UN Special Rapporteur on torture, Juan Méndez, on investigative interviewing methods 
for the police.
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Strengthening Cooperation  
on Human Rights Education in Asia

First Meeting between Partners  
in Northeast and Southeast Asia  
With a view to strengthen human rights 
and peace education across Asia, 
45 human rights teachers from all 
over Asia attended a two-day network 
meeting organised by NCHR in co-
operation with the Mahidol University 
in Bangkok. The event provided an 
opportunity for in-depth exchange of 
ideas on human rights education 

Chinese Academics Engaging  
in Regional Networks
15 key Chinese academic partners 
participated in the network meeting to 
exchange experiences, share knowl-
edge, and establish regional networks. 
Several of the participants are now in 
direct contact with teachers from other 
Asian countries to discuss coopera-
tion.
Cooperation Agreement with 

SHAPE-SEA
In order to jointly develop human rights curriculum and research, NCHR signed an agreement with SHAPE-
SEA on increased cooperation on human rights education. SHAPE-SEA is a collaboration project involving 
47 universities in 11 countries in Southeast Asia. The project consists of ASEAN’s university network and the 
Southeast Asia Human Rights Network (SEAHRN).
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Professor Hans Petter Graver and NCHR staff meeting with the dean of Fudan University Law School professor Sun Xiaoxia and 
 representatives from the Human Rights Centre.

Teachers discussing during the regional conference on human rights education in 
Bangkok, supported by the NCHR. (Foto: NCHR)
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 : Bilateral Agreements with Chinese Universities
A bilateral agreement between UiO and the Faculty of Law at Renmin University enabled more research 
and student visits to NCHR in 2016. A new faculty agreement on exchange of Chinese and Norwegian 
human rights researchers and students was also signed with China University of Political Science and  
Law (CUPL) in Beijing. 

 : Human Rights Teaching at Chinese Law Schools 
Professor Hans Petter Graver and NCHR staff visited Chinese universities during the spring semester.  
Prof. Graver lectured on themes including business and human rights, Norwegian environmental law 
 protection, and independence of the judiciary at CULP, Fudan, Renmin and Tsinghua universities. 
Professor Graver was the first visiting scholar under a new programme set up by Renmin University 
Human Rights Centre.  

 : Master’s Course on Ethnic Law and Policy in Comparative Perspectives
NCHR annually holds compulsory and elective courses on the rights of ethnic minorities and  
indigenous peoples as an integral part of four master programmes at the Yunnan University Law School.  
Law  professor and expert on children’s rights, Kirsten Sandberg and NCHR associated professor Maria 
Lundberg taught the courses. A total of 55 Yunnan students participated. Yunnan University organised 
field visits to minority areas with focus on children’s education in relation to religion, culture and language. 
The  vulnerable situation of minority children of migrant workers was a cross-cutting concern. 

 : Human Rights in Asia’ becomes a Master’s Course at NCHR
The master level course Human Right in Asia was conducted the spring semester of 2016 for the first time 
as part of the Master’s programme on Human Rights at NCHR. Knut D. Asplund, taught Asian values and 
human rights in Indonesia, while Gisle Kvanvig and Cecilie Figenschou Bakke, lectured on human rights in 
Vietnam and China respectively. 
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A Chinese delegation visited the NCHR and the Faculty of Law to exchange information 
about how to further improve legal aid assistance to disadvantaged groups .

Sharing Norwegian Lessons  
on Legal Aid with China 

Strengthening access to justice in China
China is planning a new law aiming to broaden 
its legal aid law and policy framework. The visit to 
Oslo was part of a larger Europe-China coopera-
tion project aiming to promote legal assistance 
in remote areas as well as for disadvantaged 
groups in China.

– Having supported legal aid student  exchange 
between China and Norway over many years 
we are happy to support initiatives for further-
ing access to justice in China, says Cecilie 
Figenschou Bakke, Director of the China 
Programme.

Meeting Norwegian civil 
society
Dr. Han Xiutao, Director of 
the National Legal Aid Centre 
in Beijing, and representa-
tives from legal aid centres 
in Henan and Shanxi met 
with Norwegian academ-
ics, govern ment officials, 
 practitioners and civil society 
representatives during the 
study visit. Experts from the 
NCHR and the Faculty of 
Law were invited back for a 
national conference on legal 
aid to take place in Beijing, 
spring 2017. 

Engaged discussions: Cecilie F. Bakke and Olaf Halvorsen Rønning from the Faculty of 
Law in the exchange on legal aid during lunch (photo: T. M. F. Vestheim).
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All actors, regardless of their diverse beliefs and agendas, should be encouraged to seek 
inclusive approaches to promote freedom of religion or belief as a universal right. This is 
the main idea behind the principles.  

Launch of new Oslo Principles  
on Freedom of Religion or Belief

Increased Politicisation of FoRB
Since the Cold War, the right to freedom of religion 
or belief (FoRB) has increasingly become a politi-
cal tool. The aim of the conference, supported by 
Fritt Ord and the International Centre for Law and 
Religious Studies at Brigham Young University, was 
to discuss how both the challenges and possibili-
ties arising from the politicisation of FoRB can be 
handled in order to strengthen the international legal 
framework. 56 experts and practitioners gathered at 
the conference in Oslo.

The Oslo Principles
With a view to promote FoRB as a common good 
for all without discrimination, the Oslo principles on 
Promotion of Freedom of Religion or Belief were 
launched at the Open Forum at the Nobel Peace 
Centre during the conference. – Experience from 
our work shows that a knowledge-based, cross- 
religious and non-confessional approach is impor-
tant to address these challenges. The Principles 
are a result of this experience, which we believe 
will promote FoRB and at the same time contribute 
to prevent conflict, says Lena Larsen, Director of the 
Oslo Coalition.

Endorsed by the Church of Norway
The Principles were presented in different 
forums, at the University of Oxford by Nazila 
Ghanea, in the Swedish Mission Council by 
Kathrine Cash, and in Indonesia by Gunnar 
Stålsett in conjunction with religious and political 
leaders, following the conference. The Church of 
Norway Council on Ecumenical and International 
Relations endorsed the document. 
 

Lena Larsen discusses the Principles with Mark Lattimer, director of Minority Rights 
Group, and Nazila Ghanea, researcher at Oxford University (photo: T.M.F. Vestheim). 
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 : Investigative Interviewing for Police Investigators in Indonesia
40 Indonesian investigators attended a course on the investigative interview methodology, organised at 
BARESKRIM’s training centre in Megamendung, West Java, in August. The course was taught by both 
Norwegian and Indonesian police instructors.

 : Introducing Investigative Interviewing in China 
A first meeting on investigative interviewing between NCHR staff, Norwegian police investigators and 
Chinese researchers, police and prosecutors has opened new doors for further cooperation on these 
issues in China. 

 : Course for Judges and Prosecutors
With the purpose of increasing human rights knowledge among judges and prosecutors, NCHR 
 conducted courses for 30 judges from leading courts across Indonesia, with particular focus on  
criminal law, prosecution and anti-corruption.

 : Implementing International Conventions in Indonesian law
Addressing challenges in implementing international law, including human rights, in national law in 
Indonesia was the purpose of a seminar for Indonesian legal experts. Together with former guest 
 researcher Henry Simarmata, NCHR organised the seminar which was hosted by the Rector at Atma  
Jaya University in Yogyakarta in November. 

n  n HIGHLIGHTS n  n



1312 Highlights  2016

 : New Directions in Christian Orthodox Thought 
With the purpose of promoting coexistence and respect for diversity within the Christian Orthodox Church, 
the Oslo Coalition (OC) organised the first of three seminars on gender and sexuality for Orthodox 
scholars. Twelve scholars from different countries held lectures about this topic followed by fruitful 
 conversations. Many of the participants play central roles in institutions of theological education. The aim 
of this initiative is to gather committed individuals, facilitate conversations and foster innovative thinking on 
burning issues related to FoRB. 

 : Continuing Education of Religious Officials
With the aim of training local religious functionaries in Islamic jurisprudence and human rights, including 
gender, the Oslo Coalition supported two workshops in Kota Yogyakarta and Gunung Kidul for 216 local 
officials, members of religious organisations and government officials from Indonesia. The participants re-
ceived upgraded competence on Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh) and human rights. The NCHR also support-
ed a training course for 10 selected teachers to prepare them as trainers for future courses on fiqh and 
human rights, under the auspices of the Faculty of Sharia and Law at the UIN Sunan Kalijaga University. 

 : Contributing to Resolution Texts on Discrimination against Christians 
The Oslo Coalition was involved in the conference Combating Intolerance and Discrimination Against 
Christians in Vienna, organised by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).  
Dag Nygård from the OC contributed to the preparation of recommendations.

 : Master Level Courses on Sharia and Human Rights
The NCHR contributed to two courses on Sharia and Human Rights in Indonesia in 2016 under the 
 auspicies of the Muhammadiyah University in Malang and Gadja Mada University. The aim of the courses 
is for younger Muslim academics and intellectuals to achieve a knowledge-based approach to challenges 
at the intersection between sharia law and human rights in today’s Indonesia.  

 : Special Rapporteur to NCHR 
The NCHR welcomed UN Special Rapporteur, Heiner Bielefeldt, as part time associate professor in 2016. 
Bielefeldt lectured at NCHR’s master programme and valuably contributed in different meetings and 
 conferences, including at the conference that endorsed the Oslo Principles on FoRB.  
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NCHR contributed to a handbook on rights-based enforcement of the Indonesian  
Village Act. 

Strengthening Local Democracy in Indonesia

Around half of Indonesia’s population, 
and a majority of the country’s poor, live 
in Indonesia’s more than 74.000 villages. 
Indonesia’s Village Law, granting more 
power and economic resources to the 
local administrative level, has been hailed 
as a game-changer for rural areas and 
people.  

Handbook in rights-based 
 implementation of the Village Law
In 2016, the NCHR, in cooperation with 
Ecosoc Institute and Lakpesdam, the 
unit for study and development of human 
resources under the board of Nahlatul 
Ulama (NU), launched a handbook to 
strengthen local democracy at village 
level and rights-based implementation 
of the law. The handbook has been 
approved by the relevant ministry to be 
used as reference material for the tens of 
thousands of ‘Village Facilitators’ that are 
tasked with guiding rural communities in 
implementing the law.

Strengthening rights in training materials
The handbook emphasises rights and related aspects, 
such as democratic participation, access to information 
and accountability for economic management. These 
aspects, although guaranteed by law, were at risk of being 
overlooked in the training material for village facilitators. 
Parts of the handbook have been used in material devel-
oped by the Ministry of Villages. Furthermore, the Muslim 
mass organisation NU has used the handbook in many of 
its activities.

Trainings on local democracy: Sri Palupi, member of the civil society advisory team for the Village 
Law, played a key role in developing the trainings to strengthen local democracy. (Photo: A. 
Tømte)
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 : Courses on Rights-based Village law 
Rights-based enforcement of Indonesia’s village law was the focus of two training courses held in the 
provinces of Centreal Kalimantan and East Nusa Tenggara. About 60 participants attended the courses. 
An even distribution between village authorities and independent villagers was ensured in order to have 
the same understanding of how the village law should best be implemented.

 : Seminar on Indonesian Village law in Leiden
An academic seminar about the Indonesian village law was held in Leiden in collaboration with the 
University of Leiden. The purpose of the event was to present ongoing research related to the village law. 
NCHR held a presentation about challenges related to implementing the law. The seminar attracted great 
interest and active contributions from many Indonesian and international academics, Indonesian govern-
ment and the World Bank. 

 : Report on the palm oil Industry and Transmigration 
NCHR contributes to a report on human rights and transmigration programmes in Indonesia that will be 
launched in 2017. The report will provide a strong factual basis for influencing policies at the national 
level, where NCHR partner, the Institute for Ecosoc Rights, has access to several key ministries. NCHR’s 
substantive contribution has primarily been to link the field data to existing academic litterature. 

 : Land Rights Seminar in Oslo
The role of the private sector in ensuring responsible governance of tenure was the theme of a seminar 
organised by NCHR and the network Food, Human Rights and Corporations (FoHRC) in collaboration 
with FIAN Norway. The purpose of the seminar was to engage with government and civil society, bringing 
attention to, and learning about land rights and private sector involvement. Speakers from institutions 
including the Norwegian MFA, NORAD, The Development Fund and La Via Campesina held presentations 
at the event. 

 : Discussing the Effects of Transmigration Programmes
Findings from fieldwork in Indonesia in 2015 on the human rights effects of transmigration programmes, 
focusing on models of cooperation between palm oil companies and mainly trans-migrant smallholders, 
were presented and discussed with provincial authorities and civil society during five different events held 
in Riau, West Kalimantan, Central Kalimantan, Central Sulawesi and Bengkulu. 
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On 1 March 2016 China’s first law on domestic violence entered into force. The Anti 
Domestic Violence Network (ADVN) was one of the first Chinese organisations to address 
the taboo of domestic violence and has played a vital role in its realisation. 

China’s first law on Domestic Violence 

NCHR has supported ADVN for 10 years  
and followed the legal developments on 
domestic violence closely. The law represents 
a breakthrough for women’s rights in China where 
1/3 of all married women are reported to have 
suffered violence in their marriage. ADVN was 
established by Chinese researchers and civil 
 society after the UN women’s conference in 1995, 
and they drafted a first proposal for a Chinese 
domestic violence law as early as in 2003.

– ADVN’s large information campaigns and 
a willingness to use unorthodox channels 
like television shows and soap opera has 
helped raise the awareness about domes-
tic violence throughout the Chinese society. 
Elisabeth Bjørnstøl, Head of Equality and 
 Non-discrimination. 

Better protection,  
but still a long way to go
The new law offers better protection for victims 
of domestic violence but does not cover same 
sex relationships or divorced couples, nor does 
it address sexual abuse or economic control. It 
is important to continue to both raise awareness 
about these left out issues and to support the 
practical implementation of the new law.

Chinese model, Wang Tong, taking a stand against domestic 
violence in ADVN’s information campaign, supported by the NCHR. 
Copy right/source: Former Anti-Domestic Violence Network of China 
Law Association
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 : Gender in public budgeting 
As part of its 2013 Regulation to Promote Gender 
Equality, Shenzhen Special Economic Zone requires 
implementation of gender budgeting and gender 
analysis of public policy. This was the first time 
gender mainstreaming was included in legislation in 
China. One of the Chinese researchers visiting the 
NCHR in 2016 focused on related knowledge and 
skills on how to do gender budgeting in practice. 
The NCHR follows the development of local laws 
and support initiatives for how the government can 
integrate gender perspectives in public budgeting to 
promote gender equality and non-discrimination. 

 : Seminar on Women’s Rights in China
The seminar ‘Women’s Rights in China: from the 
local and global south perspective’ was organised 
by NCHR and FOKUS (Forum for Women and 
Development).The aim was to share research results 
on human rights and gender issues locally in China 
and gender in the relations between China and the 
global south. The seminar provided interesting  
insights into gender issues in Asia.

 : Trainee on Women’s Rights
One of the students at the NCHR Master’s Programme was chosen as a trainee for the NGO Indonesia 
for Global Justice, working on gender issues and women’s rights. During her stay, she visited Indonesian 
villages and learned about how various organisations work on women’s rights at the village level.

NCHR student Aurora Sølna, here in front of the parliament in 
Jakarta, spent three months as an intern for the NGO Indonesia 
for Global Justice. 
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The internship provided valuable insight into how NGOs work to promote women’s rights in 
Indonesia. The experience inspired and gave me invaluable contacts for my master’s thesis 
on the gendering of counter-terrorism.

Aurora Aravena Sølna, NCHR student.

   
 

NCHR gave a presentation on interview-based investigation and interrogation methods  
during a side-event at the UN in New York with the Special Rapporteur on Torture,  
Juan Méndez. 

Promoting Universal Standards  
for Police Investigation at the UN 

In 2016 the NCHR became involved in an initiative to 
develop universal standards on police interro-
gation methods complying with human rights, 
initiated by then UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, 
Juan Méndez. 

Building on Experience from  
Vietnam and Indonesia
The goal is to provide police with methods for investi-
gation where human rights, effective investigation 
and mutual trust between the police and the popula-
tion are all combined. NCHR contributed significantly 
to Méndez’s report based on police cooperation in 
Vietnam and Indonesia. 

Cooperation with the UN, NGO’s and States
The report provides the basis for an alliance of 
UN organisations and NGOs that will continue 
the work on finalising such standards. The NCHR 
participated in a series of events in 2016 to sup-
port the report’s recommendations, including in 
Geneva, Washington and the Pacific region. The 
NCHR will continue its efforts engaging Vietnam, 
Indonesia, and China in a multilateral initiative.
 
 

Within criminal justice systems, there is a belief that searching for information that 
confirms our assumptions is the smartest way to solve problems. Furthermore, the 
system recognizes – and salutes – confessions. This is a perilous mixture, feeding 
the underlying cause of wrongful convictions, the likelihood of false confessions and 
unethical procedures, including torture, psychological coercion and manipulation»

Police Superintendent and NCHR scholar Dr. Asbjørn Rachlew,  
from blogpost as an expert guest at Penal Reform International. 
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Police Superintendent Dr. Asbjørn Rachlew in conversation with Juan Méndez, Special Rapporteur on Torture, at the UN in New York in October 2016. (Photo: UiO)
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 : Norway- Indonesia Human Rights Dialogue
The official bilateral human rights dialogue meeting between Indonesia and Norway took place in June. 
The topics discussed were children’s rights, the military and the police, freedom of religion or belief, and 
multilateral human rights issues. NCHR met with the Ministry of Religion where the national version of 
Islam, Islam Nusantara, was emphasised as an important safeguard against extremism. 

 : Chinese Research on the UN Human Rights System
Through the visiting scholar programme NCHR hosted two PhD candidates from the Renmin University 
Human Rights Centre writing their theses on the relationship between China and the UN Human Rights 
Bodies and the International Court of Justice. Both researchers presented their ongoing research in open 
seminars at the Centre. NCHR supported their participation at the European China Law Association’s 
conference  
in Rome.

 : NCHR alumni chosen as UN pioneer  
In 2016 Dr Liang Xiaohui, who has his master’s degree on human rights from the NCHR, was chosen as 
one of 10 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) pioneers on business and human rights selected by the 
UN among more than 600 nominees from over 100 countries. The NCHR supports his ongoing research 
on business and human rights and a Chinese textbook is forthcoming 2017.

n  n HIGHLIGHTS n  n
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With the UN Secretary-General: SDG pioneer Liang Xiaohui (second to the left, first row) with Ban Ki-moon (photo: private)
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Each year, the international programmes at the NCHR offer students and academics  
the opportunity to apply for human rights courses, scholarships and internships.

Opportunities through NCHR Academy

Introductory Course in  
International Human Rights
The Introductory Course provides a comprehen-
sive introduction to international human rights, their 
institutions and substantive rights, as well as their 
monitoring, implementation and enforcement. The 
course seeks to provide participants with introduc-
tory knowledge of international human rights that 
will broaden their perspectives and opportunities 
for integrating human rights principles, standards 
and approaches into their daily work. In 2016, topics 
covered included human rights and business, 
non-discrimination and equality, freedom of religion 
or belief, prevention of torture through practical work 
with the police, human rights and the environment, 
economic, social and cultural rights, and indigenous 
peoples’ rights. The Course had 22 participants from 
Bosnia, China, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Malaysia, 
Myanmar and Nepal, primarily government officials, 
civil servants and NGO representatives in 2016. 

Visiting Scholar Programme
The NCHR’s Visiting Scholar Programme offers 
researchers from mainland China, Indonesia and 
Vietnam the unique opportunity to become a guest 
researcher in Oslo for a period of two months every 
year. The objectives of the programme are to: sup-

port emerging high quality research within the 
field of international human rights; build human 
rights research capacity in the target coun-
tries; and provide international networking and 
exchange opportunities between individuals and 
institutions in the field of human rights. In 2016, 
NCHR welcomed Dr. Fadillah Agus, lecturer at 
the Trisakti University, Jakarta. He conducted 
research on the human rights provisions in the 
Aceh Peace Agreement and their impact on 
the prolonging of the conflict. In addition, two 
Chinese associate professors and three PhD 
candidates from Renmin University and China 
Academy for Social Sciences visited NCHR 
for research, focusing on topics such as UN 
 mechanisms, the Human Rights Council and 
the rule of law.

Scholarships to International  
Master Students
The International Programmes offer scholarships 
to students from Indonesia and Vietnam studying 
for the NCHR’s Master’s degree in The Theory 
and Practice of Human Rights. The scholarships 
cover all living costs for two years. In 2016, two 
Indonesian student received scholarships from 
the NCHR.
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Visiting scholars and students from China, Joseph Liu, Wang Chenping, Ma Liye, Siwen Huang and Li Fan present their ongoing 
 research to NCHR scholars Asbjørn Eide and Kjetil Larsen. (Photo: UiO)

Internship Programme
Students from the NCHR’s Master’s programme 
in the Theory and Practice of Human Rights have 
the opportunity to apply for internships at the 
International Programmes, as part of their obligatory 
course “Human Rights in Practice”.

Student Exchange Programme
NCHR has signed student exchange agreements 
with Chinese universities allowing for master 

 students to spend one semester at the NCHR 
and the Faculty of Law of the University of Oslo. 
In 2016, NCHR received four students from 
China and two students from NCHR participated 
in the annual exchange programme at Yunnan 
University and served as teaching assistants.  
The new agreements have also enabled 
Norwegian law students from UiO to spend  
one semester in Beijing.
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Publications written by, or with support from, the International Programmes.

Selected Publications

The New Development of Legal Aid in China in 
2015, Ding, Peng in Junru Li, ed., Annual Report on 
China’s Human Rights, No. 6 (2016), Social Science 
Academic Press (2016).

Constitutional Reflection and Improvement of 
Deprivation of Political Rights, Wang, Kun in 
Political Science and Law, No. 6 (2016).

Guide on Rights Protection of Pre-trial 
Detainees with Disabilities, Zhang, Wanhong and 
Ding, Peng in Zhang Wanhong ed., Disability Rights 
Studies in China, No. 2, Social Science Academic 
Press, China (2016).

Indonesian Muslim Feminists: Islamic Reasoning, 
Rumah Kitab and the Case of Child Brides, 
Pieternella van Doorn Harder, in Institute of Culture, 
Religion and World Affairs, Boston University (2016).

Philosophical and Theoretical Underpinnings 
of Human Rights, Tore Lindholm, in Sharia and 
Human Rights: Background and Core contempo-
rary Issues in Indonesia, No. 11 (2016). 

Freedom of Religion or Belief as a Human Right, 
Tore Lindholm, in Modernity – Unity in Diversity? K.K. 
Mikalsen, E. Skei, A. Øfsti (eds.), Essays in Honour 
of Helge Høybraathen (2016).

The Rhetorical Shadows of the Anti-conversion 
Bill: Religious Freedom and Political Alliances in 

Sri Lanka, Michael Hertzberg, in Nordic Journal 
of Human Rights, Vol. 34/3 (2016).

Christian Missionaries and Asylum Seekers: 
A Case Study from Norway, Nora Stene, in 
Nordic Journal of Human Rights, Vol. 34/3 (2016).

The Frenemies Within: Sovereignty and 
Human Rights in ASEAN, Gisle Kvanvig, in 
Human Rights and Peace in Southeast Asia, 
Series 5: Pushing the Boundaries. SEAHRN: 
Bangkok (2016).

Palupi, Sri. et.al. (eds.) A Handbook to Rights- 
based imple mentation of the Village Law.  
Jakarta: Lakpesdam PBNU (2016).
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E-reader on Introduction to International  
Human Rights Law
Supported by NCHR and the Raoul Wallenberg 
Institute, the Research Centre for Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Law at Peking University Law School 
has created a Chinese online e-learning website on 
International Human Rights Law with free access 
for a wide audience. In 2016, the Introduction to 
International Human Rights Law (2013) online text-
book was revised and updated to reflect changes in 
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legislation and practice. A set of quiz questions 
were developed for each chapter of the book to 
make it more interactive. 

Textbooks Based on Open Access Sources
Two Textbooks on Human Rights in Southeast 
Asia were completed and launched in October 
with the assistance of NCHR. The books 
are available free of charge for students and 
 researchers in ASEAN countries.


