
Coping with uncertainty in law – 

perspective from teaching and learning
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Uncertainty in law
Uncertainty is inherent in law and affect legal education in at least two ways

Uncertainty for the students Uncertainty for the teacher
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Uncertainty for students

Makes room for discussion, but can also obstruct discussion

Uncertain solutions are 
great for discussions

Uncertain solutions in 
the law can be 

misinterpreted by the 
students as lack of 

knowledge
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Uncertainty for teachers

Uncertainty for teachers can mean (at least) two things

How to communicate 
clearly to the students 

that there are 
uncertainty in the law

Being uncertain of one's 
own teaching practice 

and its quality
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How to communicate uncertainty in law

Using uncertainty in law as a tool for learning and discussions

Focusing on reflection 
and method, not on 

solutions and 
conclusions

How to distinguish 
between certain and 

uncertain law?
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