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Sexual and reproductive rights lawfare (understood as the use of law as a political tool to advance or 
halt policy reform and social change) appears to be spreading around the world. The past year alone 
has seen important rulings in the United States, Uganda, India, Philippines and European Court of 
Human Rights just to name a few. This suggests that we are facing an international and global trend. 
However, the information on which we base our understanding of this phenomenon rests mainly on 
case studies or anecdotal evidence.  
 
In this emerging paper, we aim to map the trends in a more rigorous manner and seek to uncover the 
extent and nature of this juridical phenomenon.  Specifically we ask: How does sexual and 
reproductive rights (SRR) litigation spread across the world, numerically and jurisdictionally? Is it a 
principally a Western or global trend? Who are the central actors in this lawfare? Which rights are 
predominantly litigated and to what extent? On what basis are decisions made today? What types of 
orders are granted? Who are the state and non-actors of the lawfare? And, are progressive or 
conservative legal movements more likely to be successful in courts? We believe that mapping the 
patterns and trends is an important first step before seeking to explain these trends as well as its 
potential consequences. 
 
The paper will present a unique SRR-lawfare database which is currently under development. In this 
database, we gather data on SRRs judgment at the national and international level. A range of 
variables are recorded at the case level, including claimant, legal rights argued, amicus, outcome and 
remedies in addition to the jurisprudence cited. This paper will be the first in a range of papers based 
on this database that seeks to advance quantitative research on a theme that for a very long time has 
been dominated by qualitative case studies of mostly Western countries. With the help of our 
database we are able to track how international jurisprudence is diffused both internationally and 
nationally across nations. 
 
In addition, the database will be used as a basis for future research on the consequences of lawfare. 
In the presentation, we will also present some initial research on effects of SRR lawfare with a case 
study on the impact of the Toonen v Australia decision on the criminalization of same sex relations. 
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