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AI Critique
Simplification

Limited Nuance

No Distinction between Tech failures and Policy Failures





Our Approach



Taxonomy of AI Failures and AI Successes

• Analogy between mistakes involving AI and mistakes made by 
humans. 

• Technical mistakes vs. Negligence vs. Intended mistakes (fuelled by 
structural practices)



Human Errors – Criminal law taxonomy AI failures

”Accidents happen” Technological errors – NO INTENT TO HARM

“Let’s hope for the best”
Recklessness (accidents could be foreseen and
prevented)

Wrong use of AI

Let’s use technology to target X and Y because this
group is X and Y: Biases

Perpetuating longstanding inequities, directly or 
indirectly



Layer 1: AI Failure as Negligence

Layer 2: AI Failure as Recklessness

Layer 3: AI Failure as Mirroring Intent





AI Failure as Negligence





AI as Recklessness





AI Failure as Intent



AI Failure as Intent

• Moral considerations and structural racism: social welfare fraud
investigations;

• Historical attitudes of suspicion





Exploiting Power Dynamics
AI Colonialism





AI Success





Conclusion





Discount code: AILR2024 (CUP’s website)



AI Critique

Individual actions vs. Systematic injustices
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