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Arbitration

The arbitration agreement's rules on jurisdiction and choice of law will apply
post-Brexit

Recognition and enforcement of arbitration awards are
governed by the New York Convention (1958), to which both
the United Kingdom and Norway are parties. 
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Recognition and enforcement of judgments

EU law on civil and justice co-operation

Between EU member states

Between the EU and EFTA states
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Draft Withdrawal Agreement

The transition period

After the transition period
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Where shall the case be heard?

Section 4-8 The Lugano Convention  2007

The Convention on Jurisdiction and the Recognition and Enforcement of 
Judgments in Civil and Commercial Matters, including protocols and annexes, 
adopted in Lugano on 30 October 2007 (the Lugano Convention 2007), applies 
as law. 

The annexes apply insofar as these are binding on Norway at all times.

Important provisions in the Dispute Act
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The Brussels Regulation regime

Regulation No. 1215/2012

Brexit means that the United Kingdom withdraws and accordingly also from the 
Regulation

Four principal areas:

International civil and commercial matters

Jurisdiction

Litispendence

Recognition and enforcement of judgments delivered in other countries
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The Lugano Convention 2007

Parties to the convention EU

Brexit means that the United Kingdom withdraws and accordingly also from the 
convention

What does the convention regulate?

Norway Iceland SwitzerlandDenmark

International civil and commercial matters

Jurisdiction

Litispendence

Recognition and enforcement of judgments delivered in other countries



page 8

…without the Lugano Convention

Section 4-3. International venue

(1) Disputes in international matters may only be brought before the Norwegian 
courts if the facts of the case have a sufficiently strong connection to Norway.

Section 18-1. Actions that preclude the institution of a new action (litispendence)

The court shall reject a new action brought between the same parties to a claim that is
already the subject matter of a dispute in a pending case. This also applies to actions before
foreign courts if the ruling of the foreign court will be final and enforceable in Norway
pursuant to Section 19-16.

Section 19-16. The legal force of foreign rulings

(1) Civil claims that have been decided in a foreign state by way of a final and enforceable ruling passed by that state's 
courts or administrative authorities or by way of arbitration or in-court settlement, shall also be legally enforceable in 
Norway to the extent provided by statute or agreement with the said state. …
(2) Final and enforceable rulings on civil claims rendered by a foreign court shall be final and enforceable in Norway if 
jurisdiction has been agreed pursuant to Section 4-6 for a specific action or for actions that arise out of a particular legal 
circumstance.
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Draft Withdrawal Agreement

Art. 67 Jurisdiction, recognition and enforcement of judicial 
decisions, and related cooperation between central authorities 

1. In the United Kingdom, as well as in the Member States in situations involving the United Kingdom, in respect of 
legal proceedings instituted before the end of the transition period, the following acts or provisions shall apply:

a) The provisions regarding jurisdiction of Regulation (EU) No 1215/2012.

…

2. In the United Kingdom, as well as in the Member States in situations involving the United Kingdom, the following 
acts or provisions shall apply as follows in respect of the recognition and enforcement of judgments, decisions, 
authentic instruments, court settlements and agreements:

a) Regulation (EU) No 1215/2012 shall apply to the recognition and enforcement of judgments given in legal 
proceedings instituted before the end of the transition period, and to authentic instruments formally drawn up or 
registered and court settlements approved or concluded before the end of the transition period.

Title VI Ongoing judicial cooperation 
in civil and commercial matters
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…but what if there will be no Withdrawal Agreement?

…and what will happen after expiry of the withdrawal agreement?

Hard Brexit

Regulates recognition and enforcement, but not jurisdiction

It is questionable whether this convention 
will still apply if the Lugano Convention 
lapses

Convention between Norway and Great Britan on mutual 
recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil cases 12 June 1961

The Civil Procedure Convention 1 March 1954

Regulates inter alia service of court documents, 
rogatory commissions and security for legal costs

Convention between Norway and 
UK concerning civil proceedings 30 January 1931

Regulates inter alia service, deposition and 
non-discrimination with regard to security
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Agreements on in which country/where the dispute
shall be settled and choice of law agreements

In the transition period
Contractual provisions on jurisdiction in the
UK/London will still apply between the
parties. Norway will recognise the judgment.

After the transition period

Contractual provision on jurisdiction in 
Oslo/Norway will still apply between the
parties.

Accession by the UK to the Lugano Convention

National law


