
Invites you to 

The Inaugural Lecture of Professor Freya Baetens 
and following reception and lunch

Legitimacy and International Courts: 
Between Perception and Reality

8th June, 2017

Time: 11:15 AM to 12:30 PM
Place: Kjerka, Domus Media, Faculty of Law, University of Oslo

Please register online here 
For more information, including directions, 

please visit the online event page

https://nettskjema.uio.no/answer/83143.html
http://www.jus.uio.no/pluricourts/english/news-and-events/events/2017/2017-06-08-inaugural-lecture-baetens.html


About the lecture
In his inaugural address, US President Trump declared that ‘[w]e must protect our borders 
from the ravages of other countries making our products, stealing our companies, and de-
stroying our jobs; protection will lead to great prosperity and strength’.  The apparent sim-
plicity of this statement belies a certain political ideology, with increasing support across 
the Western world, which is deeply suspicious of international norms and institutions. 
International courts and tribunals, particularly those dealing with trade and investment 
issues, are prime suspects in this new quest to restore national autonomy and prosperity.  

The backlash against international courts and tribunals derives not only from concern 
with how decisions are made but also why they are made by the institutions in question.  
Whether or not this questioning of the judicial raison d’être is justified, the discourse has 
undeniably shifted and scholars need to engage accordingly in order to stay relevant.  In 
practical terms, this means looking not just at how international adjudicatory bodies op-
erate within their defined normative framework, but also investigating the legitimacy of 
the framework itself, through the development of good judicial governance principles. 

About Professor Freya Baetens
Freya Baetens (Cand./Lic.Jur. (Ghent); LL.M. (Columbia); Ph.D. (Cambridge)) is Professor of 
Public International Law at the PluriCourts Centre (Faculty of Law, Oslo University), working 
on an interdisciplinary research project evaluating the legitimacy of international courts and 
tribunals. She is also affiliated with the Europa Institute (Faculty of Law, Leiden University).

As a Member of the Brussels Bar, she acts as counsel or expert in international and Eu-
ropean disputes. She is listed on the Panel of Arbitrators and Conciliators of the Inter-
national Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), the South Chi-
na International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission (Shenzhen Court of 
International Arbitration) and the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC).

In 2010, Freya Baetens was elected Member of the Executive Council of the Society of Inter-
national Law (SIEL) and awarded a Fellowship of the Centre for International Sustainable 
Development Law (CISDL). In 2014, she was appointed Rapporteur of the International 
Law Association (ILA) Study Group on Preferential Trade and Investment Agreements. 
She serves on the Editorial Board of the Leiden Journal of International Law and the Ac-
ademic Review Board of the Cambridge Journal of International and Comparative Law.

She has published on a wide range of topics, incl. law of treaties, re-
sponsibility of states and international organisations, law of the sea, 
WTO and investment law, energy law and sustainable development.


