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MultiRights Workshop 

The International Human Rights Judiciary and National 

Parliaments 

Oslo, 12-13 March 2015 
 

How national parliaments deal with human rights issues is of central importance to 

the realisation of human rights. This is recognised in the work of a range of 

international political bodies that call for and actively seek to promote the role of 

national parliaments in the field of human rights. Certain case law of the ECtHR 

might also be construed as including attempts to promote the quality of 

parliamentary mobilisation for human rights. For instance, in the recent Animal 

Defenders case, the Court praised ‘the exceptional examination by parliamentary 

bodies of the cultural, political and legal aspects of the prohibition’ on political 

advertising in the UK. This draws attention to the potential for the ECtHR, but also 

other elements of the international human rights judiciary (IHRJ) both regional and 

global, to take a pro-active approach to the promotion of the quality of parliamentary 

mobilisation.  

 

The scope for such a turn in judicial strategy to be successful is supported by the 

evidence that certain parliaments take an increasing interest in the work of the 

international human rights in their deliberations. Still, little in the way of sustained 

attention has been given to the different modes by which the IHRJ can seek to 

promote the quality of parliamentary mobilisation for human rights. This risks that 

the connections between the IHRJ and national parliaments might not yet be being 

harnessed in a manner that is most conducive to the legitimacy and effectiveness of 

the IHRJ and ultimately the overall realisation of human rights.  

 

To help shed light on the question of how, if at all, the IHRJ should seek to pro-

actively promote parliamentary mobilisation for human rights, this workshop will 

gather a group of experts to identify and assesses the various ways in which the IHRJ 

connects with national parliaments. Attention will be given to how national 

parliaments feature in the procedures and substantive assessments of the IHRJ, as 
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well as to how the IHRJ features in the operation of national parliaments. Working 

questions to guide the discussion include the following: what is meant by the quality 

of parliamentary mobilisation for human rights? By what means can the IHRJ 

promote the quality of parliamentary conduct in the area of human rights? What 

challenges exist for the IHRJ in attempting to influence the approach that parliaments 

take to human rights issues? What evidence is there to support the view that the 

IHRJ already operate as promoters of the quality of parliamentary mobilisation on 

human rights issues? What steps can the IHRJ take to ensure that its potential in this 

area is maximised in the overall best interests of the realisation of human rights?  

 

It is hoped that the workshop will help us move some distance towards hypotheses 

as to how the IHRJ in general and also specific institutions might most effectively 

seek to promote the quality parliamentary mobilisation for human rights. 

 

Programme 

 

Thursday 12 March 2015 
 

08:45-09:00 Registration 

 

09:00-09:15 Opening 

 

09:15-10:45 Panel 1: The quality of parliamentary engagement with human 

rights 

Chair: Andreas Føllesdal 

Matthew Saul, University of Oslo, Should the international human rights 

judiciary promote the quality of national parliamentary processes? 

Jürg Steiner, University of Bern/University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

Citizen deliberation and human rights 

 

10:45:-11:00 Coffee break 

 

11:00-12:30 Panel 2: Parliaments in the structures of the international human 

rights judiciary 

Chair: Matthew Saul 

Geir Ulfstein, University of Oslo, The ECtHR - a new separation of 

powers? 

Jasper Krommendjik, Radboud University, Parliaments and reporting 
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procedures of the UN human rights bodies 

 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 

 

13:30-15:00 Panel 3: Parliaments and the outputs of the international human 

rights judiciary 

Chair: Geir Ulfstein 

Alice Donald, Middlesex University, Parliaments and implementation 

Nino Tsereteli, University of Oslo, The role of the ECtHR in guiding 

legislative processes in the states with structural problems 

 

15:00-15:15 Coffee break 

 

15:15-16:45 Panel 4: Parliaments in the practice of the international human rights 

judiciary 

Chair: Theresa Squatrito 

Eva Brems, University of Ghent, Quality control of domestic human 

rights scrutiny by the European Court of Human Rights 

Amrei Müller, University of Oslo, How Should Domestic Courts and 

Parliaments Interact to “Secure the Rights of the Convention” in an 

“Effective Political Democracy”? -(Initial) Mapping of the ECtHR’s 

Jurisprudence 

 

19:00 Dinner 

Location Brasserie 45 

 

Friday 13 March 2015 

09:00-10:30 Panel 5: Parliaments as guarantors of international human rights law 

Chair: Nino Tsereteli 

Theresa Squatrito, University of Oslo, Domestic legislatures and 

international human rights law: legislating on religious symbols in 

Europe 

Colin Murray, Newcastle University, A delegation or a derogation of 

responsibility? The (role of Parliament in) UK's experience of 

derogations in times of emergency 

 

10:30-10:45 Coffee break 

 

10:45-12:15 Panel 6: Managing relations between parliaments and the 

international human rights judiciary 
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Chair: Amrei Müller 

Leiv Marsteintredet, University of Oslo/University of Bergen, The Inter-

American Court of Human Rights and the mobilisation of parliaments: 

the case of the Dominican Republic (and Latin America) 

Andreas Føllesdal, University of Oslo, Criteria for parliamentary 

disobedience 

 

12:15-12:30 Conclusion of workshop 

 


