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Introduction:
In the past four years, the world has witnessed an unprecedented rise in the number of
people uprooted by conflict and dire living condition, often traversing multiple regions on
their way to safety. In response to the challenges posed by these patterns of conflict and
migration, states and regional organizations have attempted to limit the influx of refugees
and migrants and instead focus attention and resources on cooperation projects in and
agreements with the countries of origin. One outcome of this approach was the EU
Emergency Trust Fund for Africa1, followed by a ‘mini-EU-Africa-summit’ headed by French
president Macron and German chancellor Merkel, with state leaders from Chad, Libya, and
Niger as representatives of some of the most important countries along the main migration
routes2. The UN Global Compacts on Refugees and Migrants, respectively, constitute the
latest, and most comprehensive initiative in that regard thus far, to be adopted in the course
of 2018.3 But some of these agreements have tended to disregard some decisive points, if
mass migration on a global scale is to be addressed: Irrespective of the level of border control,
barriers, or cooperative agreements with transit countries, people will still tend to flee and
EU Commission – The EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa – Fact Sheet (March 1, 2017),
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sites/devco/files/factsheet_ec_format_eu_emergency_trust_fund_fo
r_africa_2017.pdf .
2 Europe-Afrique: Macron présente un plan d'action pour les migrants, RFI (Aug. 28, 2017),
http://www.rfi.fr/europe/20170828-mini-sommet-europe-afrique-macron-presente-plan-actionmigrants.
3
Cf. ‘Global Compact on Refugees’, UNHCR, https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/refugees-compact; and
‘Global Compact for Migration’, UNHCR, https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/migration-compact .
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seek access to more secure countries, though not necessarily in Europe or the global north. In
fact, the vast majority of those uprooted flees to and stays in neighboring countries4, and
today most of the people seeking refuge migrate towards and live in urban centers, not in
(refugee or IDP) camps, and for those, viable solutions need to be found. This expert meeting
aims to take stock, compare across regions, and explore avenues and concepts to
accommodate the growing number of people fleeing and staying within the respective regions
and, not least, in urban areas.
Beyond Encampment:
Traditionally, refugee camps have been erected in response to the mass outflow of people
fleeing conflict and hardship. Usually, these camps were built outside urban centers. In fact,
local authorities and refugee agencies have often been working against refugees’ access to
cities. Initially intended as an emergency response, in reality large numbers of camps have
turned into semi-permanent (non-) solutions to those forced to linger on in such temporary,
confined and artificial habitats. While camps may make it easier for the authorities or aid
organizations to provide certain services (food, medical aid, education) to the vulnerable
populations residing there, in the long run, living in aid-dependency contributes to poverty,
which may lead to protracted refugee situations and in turn provide fertile soil for new
conflicts, including with host communities.5 Furthermore, there are numerous good reasons
why refugees and other people uprooted by conflict might prefer to live in cities and why that
is indeed preferable to sprawling refugee camps. One is avoidance of ‘the transmissibility of
despair through generations, and of its not infrequent translation into active militancy’
(Goodwin-Gill, 2014: vii, in Akram and Syring, 2014).
Also, the world is becoming increasingly urban. Not only does the majority of the world’s
population today live in urban areas, also people fleeing conflict or dire straits predominantly
now inhabit urban centers in their host countries. In fact, according to UNHCR, more than
60 per cent of the world’s 28.5 million refugees and 80 per cent of 40 million IDPs now also
live in urban environments6, and countries in Central and Eastern Africa face particularly
high concentrations.
Hence, despite the considerable number of camp residents worldwide, they are outnumbered
by those living, or dwelling, in urban areas, and any approach towards alleviating the
pressure on host communities and improving the living conditions for those living in the
region, needs to take these realities into account. In that context, the concept of (long-term)
refugee camps is outdated. Rather, focus needs to be on refugee and migrant populations
acquiring skills that render them self-sufficient and may enhance the chances of circular
migration, thus eventually benefiting host communities and countries of origin alike.
Mass Migration and Urbanization:
For the many millions who fled their homes for various reasons and are already living in
neighboring countries or are internally displaced, there is an urgent need to find long term
and creative, innovative solutions. Failing to improve the living conditions also of these
populations might lead to the implosion or explosion of crises situations in their host
countries or communities, thereby providing fertile soil for new conflicts and a perpetuation
Nathalie Bougnoux & Rohen d’Aiglepierre, Les migrations subsahariennes : déconstruisons les idées
reçues, Le Monde (Feb. 15, 2016), http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2016/02/15/les-migrationssubsahariennes-deconstruisons-les-idees-recues_4865581_3212.html.
5 New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants (Sep. 16, 2016), para. 7, and passim,
http://www.refworld.org/docid/57ceb74a4.html.
6 Cf. ‘Statistical Yearbook 2016’, UNHCR (Feb. 2018), available at:
http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/country/5a8ee0387/unhcr-statistical-yearbook-2016-16thedition.html; and ‘Flyktningregnskapet 2018’ [‘Refugee Balance 2018’], Norwegian Refugee Council
(June 30, 2018), https://www.flyktninghjelpen.no/flyktningregnskapet2018/ .
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of flight situations. Furthermore, the majority of those who left their homes now live in urban
areas (in the countries or regions they fled to), and often will (have to) stay there for a very
long time. That may involve taking–to a much larger extent–the local host population into
account when formulating livelihood and development policies for ‘uprooted people’, and
rather conceive of the local population and the ‘refugee/migrant’ population as one
‘population of concern’.
Looking at innovations in urban agriculture, smart solutions to energy efficiency, or new
ways of integrating refugees and forced migrants into the labor market, into urban life, letting
them also take part in making and changing the city, could form part of the solution. While
there are some encouraging and innovative approaches to accommodating refugees,
promoting local integration, useful co-habitation, and mutually beneficial self-reliance (cf.
e.g. Uganda, incl. ‘REHOPE’ – Refugee and Host Population Empowerment framework7 ) or
even group or organization-based rights (cf. also Albania, PMOI example) – and these
important developments may also relate to other country cases – further study on those
issues is needed. Facilitating discussion and advancing our understanding of these and
related topics will be at the core of this expert meeting.
Conveners:
Gentian Zyberi, Norwegian Centre for Human Rights
Tom Syring, Human Rights Research League
Venue:
‘Professorboligen’
University of Oslo
Faculty of Law
Karl Johans gate 47
https://www.uio.no/english/about/getting-around/areas/city-centre/se04/

Program:

International Expert Workshop, Nov. 2, 2018

09:00-09:15

Welcome & Introduction
Gentian Zyberi, Norwegian Centre for Human Rights
Tom Syring, Human Rights Research League

09:15-10:45

Session 1: The Global Compacts and Mass Migration Management:
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Anna Patton, In Uganda, a New Approach for Refugees — and for Ugandans, Devex.com (Sep. 21,
2016), https://www.devex.com/news/in-uganda-a-new-approach-for-refugees-and-for-ugandans88774 .
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Policy’
Samar Muhareb, Arab Renaissance for Democracy and Development,
Jordan: ‘Legal Approaches to Enhancing Social Cohesion and
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