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Staff of the NCHR International Department in 2017. From left: Aksel Tømte, Cecilie Figenschou Bakke, Knut D. Asplund,
Hilde Salvesen, Yi Wang, Gisle Kvanvig, Lena Larsen and Elisabeth Peroli Bjørnstøl. Also working with us in 2017 but not present:
Asbjørn Rachlew and Susanne Flølo.

2

International Department NCHR

|

HIGHLIGHTS 2017

Foreword
Human rights continued to be under pressure
in many countries in 2017. Rule of law principles
were challenged, not only in authoritarian states
but also in democratic countries. Despite a
demanding human rights climate in 2017,
NCHR managed to carry out its activities largely
as planned, and in some areas, our work
expanded beyond anticipated.
NCHR celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2017.
This year was also the first year where the
International Department was fully organised
in thematic areas, which contributed to more
cooperation across previous country programmes. The NCHR had increased focus on gender
mainstreaming in all activities at the International
Department.
The China programme was awarded the Honorary
Dean Professor Li Buyun’s Law Prize in 2017 for
its role in promoting human rights education,
research and the rule of law in China. The
normalisation of diplomatic relations contributed
to the resumption of high level contact with
Chinese universities and think tanks. NCHR’s 20th
anniversary of academic cooperation in China
was a welcome opportunity to gather old and new
cooperating partners in China to celebrate and
discuss past experiences and future opportunities
for cooperation.

Efforts to promote global standards for noncoercive interviewing in law enforcement and
security services gathered momentum in 2017.
NCHR participated and facilitated participation
from partner countries in various UN fora, both
in Geneva and New York.
We are proud to be part of a global network of
engaged academics and experts, who with their
teaching and writing, lecturing and discussions
actively contribute to keeping human rights up
front. These efforts had not been possible without
the support from the Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.
We are happy to present this Annual Report,
highlighting some of the important results
and activities carried out by the International
Department at the NCHR and our invaluable
partners in 2017.

Hilde Salvesen
Director of the International
Department
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NCHR International Department
The Norwegian Centre for Human Rights’ International Department promotes
human rights through competence building, knowledge enhancement and dialogue
internationally. We have an extended network of cooperating partners, including
state actors, academic institutions, UN organs and civil society organisations.
Human Rights Education: We offer courses and tuition in human rights, and contribute to the
development of quality ensured curricula and research at important educational institutions in partner
countries. Our partners are local universities and experts. We also work with civil society, authorities and
various professional groups.
Rule of Law: We cooperate to strengthen human rights knowledge among core actors within the chain
of justice, including judges, prosecutors and the police. We support the judiciary’s capacity to improve its
human rights compliance, teach police investigators methods that could contribute to prevent torture
and errors of justice and cooperate with leading anti-torture organisations world-wide to develop global
standards for police investigation.

Freedom of Religion and Belief: We develop solid and relevant knowledge in order to increase
the right to freedom of religion or belief. We contribute to dialogue in cooperation with religious actors in
order to prevent religious extremism and support actors of reform. Our projects deal with gender, the
relationship between freedom of religion and freedom of expression, the rights of children and efforts
against violent extremism.
Business and Human Rights: We strive to strengthen transparency and political participation in
local communities dealing with the palm oil plantation industry. Field studies are our basis for evidence-based inputs to government and local stakeholders.

Equality and Non-discrimination: We strive to integrate a gender sensitive approach in all our
projects. We support capacity building on gender and human rights for civil society and professional
groups. We also cooperate to strengthen the capacity of Asian civil society organisations to protect
the rights of people with disabilities with a particular focus on gender equality, sexual orientation and
gender identity.
Human Rights Mechanisms: We support initiatives enabling our academic partners to engage
in regional and multilateral processes that are important to the promotion of human rights locally.
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In 2017…
The NCHR International Department organised, co-organised
or supported more than 80 events consisting of lectures,
training courses, workshops and seminars.

1700 people received trainings through seminars,
workshops, courses or lectures.

NCHR ID staff made 35 media appearances
and published 35 articles which have been
accessed more than 2000 times online.

5

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

Celebrating 20-years of Academic Cooperation
More than 50 Chinese and Nordic partners of the NCHR China Programme participated
in the celebration of the 20th anniversary in Beijing in November.

Hilde Salvesen, prof. Liu Hainian, Honorary Member of China Academy for Social Sciences, Cecilie F. Bakke, prof. Li Buyun,
Honorary Dean at Guanzhou Human Rights Research Institute, Mattis Raustøl from the Norwegian Embassy in Beijing and Yi Wang
at the event in Beijing.

NCHR has supported legal education and
research in China through cooperation with
Chinese law schools since 1997. The cornerstone
of NCHR’s work in China is long term involvement
and close collaboration with Chinese academic
partners.
Hilde Salvesen, Director of the NCHR International
Department, underlined the importance of longterm relationships and academic cooperation in
the field of human rights. She also delivered a
written speech prepared by Lisa Stearns at the
event. Stearns initiated and was head of the China
Programme for its first ten years of operation.

>> There is a continuity in the issues that bring
Norwegian and Chinese experts together in China
Programme activities. The topics addressed by
the International Human Rights Covenants and
institutions are timeless. They challenge us all
regardless of nationality and continue to remind us
of the perpetual need for international discussion
and exchange [..]. – Lisa Stearns.
It was inspiring to meet so many partners of the
China Programme throughout these 20 years.
Strong bonds have been established and I was
encouraged to see that the cooperation has
meant a lot for many people.
Hilde Salvesen
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HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

Awarded Prestigious Law prize in China
As the first foreign organisation, the Norwegian
Centre for Human Rights received the Li Buyun
Law Prize in 2017. In the award speech the
Committee representative complemented NCHR
for its important work conducting human rights
research, and contributions to promote human
rights education, research and the rule of law in
China. The Committee also focused on the great
efforts and results achieved in the area of
equality and non-discrimination, promoting the
new law on domestic violence, and publishing the
first Chinese textbooks on international human
rights law and employment discrimination.
– A great honour
Cecilie Figenschou Bakke, the Director of the
China Programme since 2006, received the prize
on behalf of NCHR.

>> We feel very honoured to receive this prize.
To get recognition of our work from the Li Buyun
Committe personally makes me very humble.
None of the results achieved would have been
possible without engaged Chinese academics
and partners. The prize is a great encouragement
to future cooperation projects in the area of
human rights, says Figenschou Bakke.

Honorary Dean, prof. Li Buyun together with Cecilie Figenschou
Bakke, head of China and East-Asia at the NCHR.

NCHR has done outstanding work and played a very important role in
promoting human rights education, research and the rule of law in China.
Since the start the China Programme has been committed to long-term
engagement and developing projects on the basis of mutual respect.
– Professor Ban Wenzhan, representative of the Li Buyun 2017 Award Committee.

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION
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HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

Intensive Course in International Human Rights Law
24 participants from 14 countries participated in the NCHR annual intensive course
on human rights.

Human rights experts lectured at the course, including Heiner Bielefeldt, Professor and former UN Special Rapporteur for FoRB,
Professor Ola Mestad, Dr. Asbjørn Rachlew and Professor Sriprapha Petcharameseree.

The participants came from various fields and
professions – from civil service to private law firms
– and learnt how to integrate human rights principles, standards and approaches in their daily work.
The course consisted of lectures, discussions, “moot
court” and interactions with Norwegian institutions
relevant for the monitoring and implementation of
human rights.
Attending to Promote Minority Rights in Iraq
Yazidi activits Sarab Barakat and Nasir Kiret were
participants at the course and intend to use the
knowledge they acquired to promote the rights of
minorities in their home country, Iraq. The Yazidis of
northern Iraq have their own ancient culture and
religion and have been relentlessly targeted by ISIL.
Hundreds have been executed and nearly 4000 Yazidi
women have been kidnapped since 2014, in what
the UN acknowledges amount to genocide.

Yazidi activits
Nasir Kiret and
Sarab Barakat
at the NCHR.
(Photo: UiO)

As a Yazidi in Iraq I have suffered from the
absence of human rights. Therefore it was very
important for me, as a lawyer, to participate in this
course and learn how I can defend my people.
When I get back I intend to use the knowledge
I have acquired about international human rights
conventions to put pressure on local authorities,
and when processing cases myself.
– Sarab Barakat
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: Promoting the Rights of Ethnic Minorities in China

NCHR annually teaches compulsory and elective courses on the rights of ethnic minorities and
indigenous peoples as an integral part of four master programmes at the Yunnan University Law
School. In 2017, NCHR organised field visits together with students from the master’s course. In
addition, NCHR facilitated the exchange of two students from the NCHR master’s programme
‘The Theory and Practice of Human Rights’ at the University of Oslo to Yunnan University, and
hosted two Chinese master students who are writing their thesis on minority issues.

: Human Rights Curriculum Disseminated Across Southeast-Asia

28 lecturers from 13 universities were trained in the curriculum “Human Rights in Southeast Asia”,
which SHAPE SEA has developed with the support of NCHR. Eight of the participants were from
universities in Myanmar. A high-level meeting on human rights education was later held in Laos
to raise awareness about the open access textbooks that are part of the curriculum.

: Dr. Sriprapha Petcharamesree Awarded UiO Honorary Doctorate

In August 2017 Dr. Sriprapha Petcharamesree was awarded the title by the University of Oslo
for her tireless work, through academic activities and politics, advocating for human rights and
peace. Dr. Petcharamesree is a central partner of NCHR in promoting research and human rights
education in Asia. She helped build one of Asia’s leading peace and human rights institutes at the
Mahidol University in Bangkok, and was Thailand’s representative in
the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR).
While in Oslo receiving the award, Dr. Petcharamesree presented her
research on human rights in Southeast Asia and offered her analysis
to the Norwegian MFA on furthering the development of human rights
education in Southeast Asia.

Dr. Sriprapha Petcharamesree

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION
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RULE OF LAW

Toward Global Standards for
Investigations and Interviewing
NCHR was invited to the UN in Geneva in February. This became the starting
point for a campaign for universal standards for investigative interviewing by military,
intelligence, police and other law enforcing personnel.
The Convention against Torture Initiative (CTI), the
Association for Prevention of Torture (APT), and the
former Special Rapporteur on Torture Juan Méndez
organised the event where central UN organisations
and committees, civil society actors and representatives from central member states, including Norway,
were present. NCHR in collaboration with the
Norwegian Police Academy encourages the use
of the Investigative Interviewing methodology as
an alternative to coercive interrogation techniques
to prevent torture and avert wrongful convictions.

Police superintendent and NCHR guest researcher Asbjørn
Rachlew lecturing on investigative interviewing for police officers
and investigators from seven police districts in central Vietnam.
(Photo: UiO)
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“Toolkit” for Torture-Prevention
In 2017, NCHR also established a close
cooperation with CTI, a state party association
with the aim of ensuring ratification of the
Convention against Torture (CAT) among States
that have not yet ratified.
On behalf of CTI the NCHR and Norwegian
police developed a manual for non-coercive
interviewing which is now included in their
“toolkit” for torture prevention. The manual has
been translated into Vietnamese and Indonesian
for use in police cooperation and training
courses.
Building on experiences from Vietnam,
Indonesia and China
These initiatives are based on experiences from
projects in our cooperating countries aimed at
building competence on investigative interviewing
among law enforcement personnel. Our approach
is to introduce the concept in our partner
countries, and provide a group of dedicated
professionals – primarily police detectives – with
training and access to relevant literature and
international research networks.
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: NCHR Endeavours Recognised by the UNGA

NCHR participated in the panel ‘Torture during Interrogations: Illegal, Immoral, and Ineffective’
at a side event to the 72nd session of the UN General Assembly in New York in September.
Following the event a new resolution on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment was adopted by the UN. The resolution notes the importance of endeavours to
develop universal standards for the questioning of victims, witnesses and suspects of crime
and political violence.

: Teaching Investigative Interviewing in China

NCHR with police superintendent and guest researcher Asbjørn Rachlew, and Superintendent
Ivar Fahsing from the Norwegian Police College (PHS) presented the non-coercive Investigative
Interviewing methodology for Chinese police officers in Yunnan and Beijing. In Yunnan they met
with and held classes for the Kunming police. In Beijing they taught police students at the
People’s Public Security University of China and participated in a symposium organised by
the Ministry of Public Security and People’s Public Security University of China.

: Launch of Action Plan on Investigative Interviewing in Indonesia

About forty detectives and investigators from thirteen police districts in Western Indonesia
gathered for a training course organised by NCHR in cooperation with the FRR Law Office
in Jakarta in December. The aim was to introduce new and better methods of police investigation
based on the investigative interviewing methodology to prevent torture and false confessions
in criminal cases.

: Presenting Investigative Interviewing at the UN

NCHR participated in a UN High Level Meeting in New York in June to promote global standards
for police investigations and interviewing. Several UN organisations, representatives from more
than 40 member states and civil society actors were present at the meeting. NCHR facilitated the
participation of Professor Cheng Lei from Renmin University and Dang Xuan Khang, Vice
President of the Vietnamese Police Academy (PPA). Dang Xuan Khang briefed about the
Vietnamese international justice policy and Vietnam’s commitment to integrate the investigative
interviewing methodology in police education and practice.

RULE OF LAW
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FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

Fatwa against child marriage issued in Indonesia
One in four Indonesian women are married before the age of 18. NCHR has collaborated
with local partners on child marriage projects, which laid the ground for a fatwa to ban
child marriage issued by female Islamic scholars in Indonesia.

Participants at the Indonesian KUPI Women’s Ulema Congress. (Photo: KUPI)

NCHR through the Oslo Coalition of Freedom of
Religion or Belief (OC) has supported a project in
Indonesia where religious sources have been the
subject of a critical reading to develop arguments
against child marriage. The result was published in
the book Fikih Kawin Anak (“Islamic legal thought and
child marriage”). This material was at the core when
several hundred female Islamic scholars gave a fatwa
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against child marriage during a conference in
Indonesia in April 2017. The Fatwa received great
attention in Western media and has embraced by
the government through the Indonesian Ministry
of Religion. A new project supported by the OC
to research perspectives from Islamic tradition in
the fight against child marriage began in 2017 in
Indonesia and will continue in 2018.
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: Fatwas Role in Public Policy

Due to the increased influence of Fatwas in public policy, the International Center for Islam
and Pluralism in cooperation with NCHR organised the workshop Fatwa and Public Policy.
Teachers and other representatives from Muslim universities and educational institutions, as well
as from the Council of Islamic scholars attended. The aim was to discuss content and the
understanding of the concept of “common good” and how to take social reality into account
when issuing fatwas.

: New Directions in Christian Orthodox Thought

The second workshop of the NCHR project New Directions in Christian Orthodox Thought was
held in Oslo in December. The topic was gender, gender identity and women’s role in orthodox
culture and church, which attracted 12 orthodox academics from various countries to present
papers on this matter. These workshops provide an important space to discuss current
developments within the Christian Orthodox Church.

: Expert workshop on the Rights of Religious Minorities in Indonesia

With the aim of advancing the rights of religious minorities in Indonesia, activists with extensive
experience working for religious minorities gathered for two intense days in Bogor in December.
The purpose of the workshop was two-fold: to improve coordination, as well as to reflect on the
effectiveness of various approaches to advance the rights religious minorities. The event resulted
in a joint code of conduct highlighting the best working methods for
advancing the rights of religious minorities.

: Training 1000 Students and Teachers

With the aim of promoting moderate Islamic thinking among teachers and students and disseminate knowledge of the dangers of child marriage, NCHR supported the Indonesian research
institution Rumah Kitab to organise training and seminars in Jakarta, Bogor, Surabaya and
Cirebon. The content was based on the books “Character Education Based on Pesantren
Tradition” and “Fiqh on Child Marriage”. Meetings and exercises were conducted for more than
1000 students and teachers at universities and boarding schools in the four cities. Rumah Kitab is
an important actor who reaches both grassroots organisations, religious leaders, and the elite
in Indonesia with their work.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF
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BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Promoting rights-based implementation of the
Indonesian Village Law: Mapping challenges
More than 550 people participated in thirteen group discussions and a workshop
on how to ensure rights-based implementation of the Indonesian Village Law.

NCHR aims to strengthen inclusive democratic processes and rights-based development. Indonesia’s
Village Law provides an entry point for working
towards more inclusive and transparent decisionmaking at village level, thereby reducing the risk for
corporate land grabbing in collusion with local elites.
The law contains important stipulations on village
governance, transparency, and accountability from
below. However, in the implementation of the law
most attention has been on economic transfers to
the village and technical requirements on spending.
Mapping challenges
To raise awareness and encourage action locally,
NCHR and Ecosoc Institute organised a preparatory
workshop and 13 group discussions as part of a
mapping project, for policy inputs to the national
government. More than 550 representatives from the
village authorities and independent village citizens in
the provinces of Central Kalimantan, West Kalimantan,
Central Sulawesi and Bengkulu participated.

Five of the discussions were exclusively for women. There were female
participants in the first three discussions as well, but the local decisionmakers present were at large male. (Photo: A. Tømte)

In addition, more than 180 people were present at an
evaluation of three years of the Indonesian Village
Law in Jakarta. Specific policy recommendations
were delivered to Indonesian authorities, and the
event received wide coverage in national media.
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: Trainings on rights-based enforcement of the Indonesian Village Law

More than 200 representatives from village administration and civil society participated in four
training courses on the village law organised by NCHR in Indonesia. The aim of the trainings held
in Nanga Tayap, Banggai, Kupang and Seluma was to contribute to a well-informed and democratically functioning village forum that prevents abuse of the village institution’s authorities –
again to prevent land-grab and corruption. In addition, two training courses were conducted on
protecting human rights and rights guaranteed by the village law or national legislation through
village regulations. These courses were held in Delang and Lubuk Kakap in Central Kalimantan.

: New Report on Transmigration and the Palm Oil Industry

A report on various models of partnerships between smallholders and palm oil companies was
completed in 2017. The report is written in collaboration between Ecosoc Institute and NCHR.
One of the findings in the report was that although the state plays a major role in facilitating
partnerships between oil companies and small farmers, there is virtually no overview of how such
partnerships work in practice. The report recommends reviewing this relationship before determining whether new production permits should be granted. The most important findings were
discussed with the President’s office in January.

: Regional Workshop on Business and Human Rights

NCHR participated in the “Regional Workshop on Business and Human Rights: Moving Ahead
with National Action Plans in ASEAN” in Bangkok in June 2017. The purpose of the event was
to urge for the inclusion of human rights in business in the ASEAN region. The workshop focused
on how governments can create and implement national action plans to promote sustainable
business and protect human rights against corporate abuse.

BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

Workshop on Disability and Gender Equality
in Asia
Asian civil society organisations working on disability issues were trained in
how to address discrimination based on gender. The workshop in Seoul,
South-Korea in October provided a valuable platform for disability organisations
from different Asian countries to share and discuss gender issues.
Disabled persons may be dependent on extensive
assistance in their daily life. This situation often make
them vulnerable to abuse. An important topic
addressed during the workshop was the difference
between consensual sexual relationships and sexual
abuse.

Sharing experiences
NCHR seeks to enhance the understanding of
the intersectionality of disability and gender and
to facilitate inter-Asia exchange and networking
on equality and non-discrimination.
How can civil society counter discrimination
against people with disabilities in Asia, and how
could disability organisations make use of the
international human rights framework in their
own work? This was among the main issues
discussed during the workshop.

Some of the participants discussing research and evidence
based advocacy during a group work session. (Photo: UiO).
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Providing tools to counter discrimination
Several participants expressed that the experiences and lessons learned by the gender
equality movement can be inspiring for the
ongoing disability rights movement in Asia.
It was also argued that advocacy should be
more research- and evidence based in order to
be more effective. The participants also shared
experiences on strategies that are effective in
countering discrimination.
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: Chinese University Lecturers Studying Gender Equality and Human Rights

Courses on gender and human rights are currently only offered at three universities in China.
To enhance the awareness about gender issues among Chinese law teachers the development
of a gender and human rights learning plan is key. NCHR cooperates with the Swedish Raoul
Wallenberg Institute (RWI) China University of Political Science and Law (CUPL) and Fudan University
in this effort. 30 Chinese university teachers participated in two courses on gender and human rights
in 2017. The focus of the first course was introduction to the Women’s Convention and important
issues related to women’s rights that the convention addresses. The second course included an
extended gender concept, including questions about sexual orientation and gender identity, and
also focused on curriculum development and how to design new courses. Several of the participants
now wish to start courses at their own universities.

: Human Rights of Women and Sexual Minorities in China

NCHR hosted the panel “Human Rights of Women and Sexual Minorities in China” at the international
conference “Gender and Generation in Times of Social Change” held in Oslo in August 2017. The
Chinese researchers who participated in the panel discussed how human rights conventions can
be used to promote women’s rights in China; discrimination in the workplace; legal and political
framework against domestic violence in China, and the rights of gay Christians in China.

: Implementing the new Chinese Law on Domestic Violence

China’s first law on domestic violence came into force in 2016. For several years, NCHR has supported the Chinese civil society organisation Anti-Domestic Violence Network (ADVN) who has been vital
in pushing for this law. In 2017, NCHR supported a project to develop manuals and guidelines for how
professional groups such as social workers, health workers, women’s organisations, and teachers
can use the law to help victims of violence in close relationships. Three female Chinese experts visited
Oslo to learn about Norwegian experiences with the problem. They also held a seminar at the NCHR
on violence against children, women and the elderly in China. Three manuals that address domestic
violence against women, the elderly and children will be completed and published in 2018.

EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION
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EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION
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HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS

First Customised Training Course on UN Human
Rights Mechanisms
Ten Chinese, Iranian, Vietnamese and Indonesian university professors and researchers
attended a training course in Geneva, under the auspices of NCHR and the Geneva
Academy, in order to increase their knowledge and expertise on UN human rights
mechanisms.

Participants present as observers during the Universal Periodic Review of Indonesia. (Photo: UiO).

The course gave the participants an opportunity
to gain insight into how the UN’s Human Rights
institutions function in practice through lectures,
participation in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
and sessions at UN treaty bodies. The mechanisms
of the treaties and the UPR process as well as the
political dynamics that guide these mechanisms

18
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were among the topics that were discussed.
Participants were also engaged in discussions
with prominent experts and representatives of
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, NGOs, and diplomats. They have
subsequently disseminated the knowledge they
acquired at their respective universities.
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: NCHR at Anti-Torture Forum in New York

The Convention against Torture Initiative (CTI) held its Annual Forum in New York 12 December
2017, providing an important opportunity for reflection on the status of realising the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, and the prohibition against torture. Gisle Kvanvig represented NCHR
at the event, arguing that the challenge of implementation is not only a question of political will, it is
also one of capacity and that expertise is key to ensure implementation of the Convention, and
fulfilment of the SDGs.

: «Treaty Body Review 2020» Regional Consultation for Asia in New Delhi

NCHR observed and contributed to the regional consultation for Asia in New Delhi in October 2017.
The consultation was organised by the South Asian University and the Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative (CHRI). Specialists from the region were gathered to share their views on the future
of UN treaty bodies. Participants discussed a comprehensive range of reform proposals and
reached consensus on several issues, including the need for a common consolidation of the
system itself.

: Human Rights Mechanisms and the Norwegian Practise

Petter Wille, the Director of the Norwegian National Human Rights Institution presented on UN
human rights mechanism and the Norwegian practice in China as part of the NCHR scholar
exchange programme. Wille held presentations at the Institute for Human Rights at the China
University for Political Science and Law, the Human Rights Centre at Renmin University Law School,
and Peking University Law School. The seminars attracted much interest and participants were
intrigued by how the Norwegian system of protecting, monitoring and implementing human rights
works.

: UNGA Side-event on Torture during Interrogations

The high-level panel discussion at the 72nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly in
September featured a discussion around the imperative of preventing torture and other ill-treatment
during interrogations from legal, moral, and practical perspectives. Gisle Kvanvig and Dr. Asbjørn
Rachlew represented NCHR at the event and presented their experience with non-coercive
investigative interviewing techniques in connection with the work on global standards for police
investigations. Nina Holm Andersen from the Norwegian Police was among the panelists.

HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS
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OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunities through NCHR Academy
Each year, the International Department at the NCHR offers students and academics
an opportunity to apply for human rights courses, scholarships and internships.

Intensive Course in International
Human Rights
The Intensive Course provides a comprehensive
introduction to international human rights, their
institutions and substantive rights, as well as their
monitoring, implementation and enforcement. The
course seeks to provide participants with introductory knowledge of international human rights that may
broaden their perspectives and opportunities for
integrating human rights principles, standards and
approaches into their daily work. In 2017, topics
included business and human rights, equality and
non-discrimination, freedom of religion or belief,
prevention of torture through capacity building of
the police, the human rights protection of IDPs,
refugees and stateless persons, economic, social
and cultural rights and indigenous peoples’ rights.
24 participants from Bolivia, China, Cuba, Georgia,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Palestine, Mexico, Myanmar,
Norway, Uganda and Vietnam attended the course.
Participants were primarily government officials, civil
servants and NGO representatives.

20
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Visiting Scholar Programme
The NCHR’s Visiting Scholar Programme
offers researchers from mainland China,
Indonesia and Vietnam the unique opportunity to
become a guest researcher in Oslo for a period
of one to two months every year. The objectives
of the programme are to: support emerging high
quality research within the field of international
human rights; build and sustain human rights
research capacity in the target countries; and
provide international networking and exchange
opportunities between individuals and institutions
in the field of human rights.
In 2017, NCHR welcomed two university professors and two PhD candidates from China. During
their stay, they did research on the rights of people
with disabilities in China, labor law and social
inclusion, NGO laws, and enforced disappearances in international humanitarian law. NCHR
also facilitated the exchange of two Norwegian
experts and professors to China and one
professor to Vietnam.

HIGHLIGHTS 2017

The International Department offer master student
scholarships to students from Indonesia and
Vietnam studying for the NCHR’s master’s
programme in The Theory and Practice of Human
Rights. In 2017 NCHR provided scholarships to
one student from Indonesia and one from Vietnam.
Students from the NCHR’s master’s programme
also have the opportunity to apply for internships
at the International Department, as part of their
obligatory course “Human Rights in Practice”.
In 2017 five students did their internship with
the International Department and our partners.

Student Exchange Programme
NCHR has signed student exchange agreements
with Chinese universities allowing for MA students
to spend one semester at the NCHR and the Faculty
of Law of the University of Oslo. In 2017, NCHR
received four students from China and two students
from NCHR participated in the annual exchange
programme at Yunnan University and served as
teaching assistants. They organised moot courts
for Yunnan students as part of the course. A recent
agreement have also enabled Norwegian law
students from UiO to spend one semester in Beijing.

Visiting scholars from China: Chi He and Lulu Zhou (in the middle), presented their research on the new Chinese law concerning
foreign NGO’s, and disability in China at the NCHR in 2017. Pictured together with Cecilie F. Bakke, Professor Bård Anders
Andreassen and Yi Wang from NCHR. (Photo: UiO)

OPPORTUNITIES
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OPPORTUNITIES

Scholarship to International Master
Students

PUBLICATIONS

Selected Publications
Publications written by, or with support from, the NCHR International Department.
Structure, Organisation and Human Rights
in Local Government, Wang, Kun, Hunan
University Press (2017).
Religionsvitenskap som metodisk til
nærming til fremme av retten til tros og
livssynsfrihet, Lena Larsen, in Jakob Lothe,
ed., Forsking og menneskerettar, Oslo: Novus
forlag (2017).
Proses Menjadi Indonesia. Negara,
Kebebasan Beragama, dan Pernikahan
Beda Agama
(“The Process of becoming Indonesia. State,
Religious Freedom, and Interfaith Marriage”)
by Agung Waskitoadi, Benny Ridwan and
Budi Lazarusli (red.), Salatiga: Percik and IAIN
(2017).

Panduan Pelaksanaan Undang Undang Desa
berbasis Hak (“Guide on the Rights-based
Implementation of the Indonesia Village Law”),
by Sri Palupi, Ufi Ulfiah, Nurun Nisa (eds.),
Lakpesdam PBNU, supported by NCHR
(2016/2017).
Investigative Interviewing for Criminal Cases,
in UNCAT Implementation and Training Tools
1/2017, prepared for the Convention against
Torture Initiative (CTI) by NCHR in cooperation
with the Norwegian Police University College.

Gender and Equality in Muslim Family Law
This book was translated into Indonesian and
Arabic and published in 2017. The Arabic
translation was presented at the International
Book Fair in Cairo in January 2018, the largest
book fair in the Arab world.
Investments and Land Rights – the role of
the private sector in ensuring responsible
governance of tenure, by Tømte, Aksel;
Eide, Asbjørn; Eide, Wenche Barth and Erdal,
Marit in NCHR Occasional Paper Series
(8/2017).
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IN MEMORY

In memory of Dr. Fadillah Agus
NCHR’s close collaboration partner in Indonesia
for more than a decade, friend and colleague
Fadillah Agus passed away on Friday October 13,
2017. Fadillah died with his boots on while
teaching international humanitarian law at the
Trisakti University in Jakarta.
Fadillah, the “F” of the FRR Law Office, a law firm
set up to conduct activities within the fields of
human rights, international criminal law, and
humanitarian law, was 53 years old.
I got to know Fadillah when he was teaching at
a human rights course for university lecturers in
Yogyakarta in 2004, and our cooperation started
immediately after this. From 2006–2015 he was
the locomotive in NCHR and FRR’s work organising courses in human rights and the Law of Armed
Conflict for the Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI).
Fadillah was one of the few who enjoyed the
same degree of respect among the military as
within the human rights community.
The last couple of years NCHR and FRR have
cooperated in running courses in investigative
interviewing for the Indonesian Police. I received
the last email from Fadillah just a few hours before
he passed away. There he referred to the last
planning meeting with the Criminal Police to
prepare our next course.
Fadillah was a visiting researcher at NCHR in the
autumn of 2016. Fadillah was about to embark on
a trip to Aceh to continue the project he worked
on while in Oslo: “Realisation of the Human Rights

Fadillah Agus addressing the audience during one of the many
joint events NCHR ran in cooperation with FRR Law Office.
(Photo: UiO)

provisions in the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Government of the Republic of Indonesia
and the Free Aceh Movement (Helsinki Agreement)”.
Just prior to his passing away Fadilah, as a member
of an investigation team under the National Human
Rights Commission, had been working to prepare
a case-file for the Wasior-Wamena case (a case of
suspected gross human rights violations in Papua).
In this effort, he collaborated with David Cohen from
the Berkeley War Crime Center and former Supreme
Court judge Prof. Emong Komariah.
With the passing of Fadillah, Indonesia has lost one
of its most prominent human rights defenders.
We have lost a dear colleague and a caring friend.
Knut D. Asplund
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1. INDONESIA: NCHR visiting a village in West Timor to follow up on the work with the Indonesian Village Law. (Photo: UiO)
2. CHINA: NCHR visiting colleagues at Peking University. (Photo: UiO)
3. VIETNAM: Visit to the People’s Police Academy. (Photo: UiO)
4. NORWAY: Participants at the annual Intensive Course in International Human Rights Law at NCHR. (Photo: UiO)
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