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Staff of the NCHR International Programmes in 2015: Front row, from the left, Tone Magni F. Vestheim, Anne Kari Bråtveit Johansen,
Lena Larsen. Middle row: Gisle Kvanvig, Siri Skåre and Yi Wang. Back row: Asbjørn Rachlew, Kjetil Fiskaa Alvsåker, Knut D. Asplund and
Cecilie Figenschou Bakke. Maria Lundberg, Zhou Yong, Mau Don Thi Nguyen, Elisabeth Perioli Bjørnstøl, Anne Christine Lie, Natasha
Telson, Kathinka Fürst, Sayra Mesaly and Aksel Tømte were not present.
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Highlights 2015

Foreword
2015 was yet another challenging year for human rights work around the globe. Although the normative
and legal framework is, to a large extent, in place, implementation lags far behind what one could hope
for. In several countries we can see a backlash. The situation for human rights defenders and civil society is becoming increasingly difficult. The situation in the UN is also more tense than ever before. More
resolutions are being voted on and we see more countries openly oppose the international human rights
standards and, in particular, their implementation.
We believe that our work is more important than ever. When civil society is being silenced and academic freedom is being threatened, our academic cooperation and the support provided to human rights
defenders is a way to counter this trend. As a university institution, the Centre is afforded unique access
to actors and networks in countries where human rights work is sensitive and under growing pressure. In
environments where non-governmental organisations are met with suspicion and distrust, the NCHR is
received with a greater degree of openness.
Through our international activities, the NCHR has endeavoured to improve the quality of human rights
education and research and to enhance the capacity of key institutions and actors in their efforts to
promote and protect human rights. We believe that capacity building of key institutions and actors,
such as academics, government officials, lawyers, judges, religious leaders and civil society is vital
for the n
 ational implementation of international human rights commitments. With almost thirty years of
support from the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other donors, the NCHR is able to work in a
range of challenging countries and with complex topics, over long periods of time. This endows NCHR
and its partners with the foresight, stability and time required to build trust. Through our work, we have
contributed to building a global network of human rights experts, and motivated lawyers and professionals to choose a career within the field of human rights. In these difficult times, we believe this kind of work
is more important than ever. Vulnerable institutions and academic institutes need support and cooperation
with the outside world in difficult times too, in order to be able to resist pressure.
We are happy to present this Annual Report for 2015, which highlights some of the important results
and activities carried out by the international programmes at the NCHR and our invaluable partners
around the world. We greatly appreciate the long-term support from the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, which enables us to continue these efforts.

Inga Bostad

Siri Skåre

Director of the Norwegian
Centre for Human Rights

Director of International
Programmes
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Key Numbers
44 conferences, workshops, seminars and training courses
Capacity-building and education in human rights
2,290 individuals reached
Researchers, students, teachers, police officers, military personnel, NGOs,
religious leaders, judges and officials
16 publications
Publications written by, or with support from, the NCHR International Programmes
12 media appearances
International programme staff featured on the radio, on TV, in op-eds and in news
articles in Norway and abroad (not including social media)

What We Do
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Human Rights Education
Rule of Law
Freedom of Religion or Belief
Equality and Non-discrimination
Business and Human Rights
Human Rights Mechanisms
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HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

Human Rights Education in China
In the 1990s, China did not offer human rights education at institutions of higher
learning. The situation today is very different. With support from the NCHR, as part of
a broader Nordic coalition, more than 500 law scholars have participated in expert
training on international human rights law.
70 Universities Offering Human Rights
Education
There has been a tremendous change at Chinese
universities over the past 15 years. Today more
than 70 universities offer human rights education
to students.
“There has been such a positive change at
Chinese law schools and many of the professors
engaged in human rights education today have
participated in the NCHR human rights trainings. I hope restrictions on academic freedom
in China do not create a push-back to what has
been achieved”, says Cecilie Figenschou Bakke,
Director of the China Programme.
Developing a Master’s Programme
Lu Haina is one of thirteen Chinese students
graduating from the NCHR Master’s Programme
in Human Rights. After her stay in Oslo she ob-

tained a Doctoral Degree
in human rights. She
specialised in equality
and non-discrimination
issues and the challenges
of protection for vulner
able groups in China.
Today, Dr. Lu is Associate
Professor at the presLu Haina, former student at
the NCHR Master Programme
tigious Renmin University
in Beijing and in charge of in Human Rights, is currently
developing human rights education
developing their master’s
in China. (Photo: UiO)
programme in Human
Rights Law for Chinese students. The Faculty of Law at
the University of Oslo is one of the institutions selected
to receive talented Renmin exchange students under
this welcome new initiative.

There has been such a positive change at Chinese law schools and many of
the professors engaged in human rights education today have participated in
the NCHR human rights trainings.

»

Cecilie Figenschou Bakke, Director of the China Programme
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HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

Supporting Vietnamese Youth
in Demanding Their Rights
NCHR and Vietnamese partners are providing human rights education to an
increasingly more active Vietnamese civil society.
For the past few years, NCHR has supported the
GPAR network (Coordination Group on Governance
and Public Administration Reform) in their work in
capacity building on human rights for disadvantaged
groups in Vietnam.
Demand for Human Rights Education for Youth
In 2015, several important laws on fundamental
rights were revised by the Vietnamese government
and discussed in the National Assembly, such as
the Law on Access to Information. In addition, the
need for capacity building on human rights demand
for young people has also increased. With support
from NCHR, the network, led by the Civil Society
Organization Center for Education, Promotion and
Empowerment of Women (CEPEW), organised
several training courses and activities to meet these
needs.
An Increasingly Active Civil Society
One of these activities was a Training-of-trainers
(ToT) course held in early January 2016. As more
and more civil society organisations (CSOs) work
for human rights promotion in Vietnam, the need
for capacity building to enable them to improve
their engagement with international and regional
human rights mechanisms, policy advocacy and
public education on human rights is increasing.
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Initial Training in Vietnam
24 participants from CSOs in Hanoi, Hue and Ho
Chi Minh City, working with various groups such
as children, youth, LGBT, women, ethnic minorities and persons with disabilities, met over four
days to learn about basic principles and theories
of human rights, human rights norms, standards
and teaching methods. The trainees were also
equipped with skills in preparing lectures on
human rights, organising training classes and
managing classes. The training, believed to be
the first of its kind in Vietnam, was deemed a
great success and a follow up course is planned.
The training was co-funded by IrishAid.

The skill, competence and diversity of
civil society is increasingly visible and
valuable in today’s Vietnam.

»

Gisle Kvanvig, Director of the Vietnam Programme

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

Members of Vietnamese civil society working with children, youth, LGBT,
women, ethnic minority and persons with disabilities are trained in rights
protection. (Photo: GPAR)

7

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION
Major Achmed Fadillah gives a lecture on anti-torture as a legal advisor in the Indonesian Army’s Strategic Reserve Forces, KOSTRAD.
He was formerly a student in international humanitarian law supported by the NCHR. (Photo: UiO)
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::From Student to Lecturer in Anti-torture

A number of military officers in Indonesia have participated in NCHR’s activities over the years. One
of these is Major Achmed Fadillah, currently a legal advisor in the Army’s Strategic Reserve Forces,
KOSTRAD. Back in 2009, while still a captain, Fadillah attended the Summer Course in International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) at the International Institute of Humanitarian Law in Sanremo, Italy, with support
from NCHR. In 2015, Major Fadillah was in charge of a course on anti-torture at the Army’s Special
Forces Command training in Batujajar. Foreign staff who had previously given this lecture were able
to witness the extent to which his fellow officers were captivated by his engaging lecture.

::E-learning Library on Human Rights

NCHR has developed a Chinese-language E-learning library on international human rights law in cooperation with Peking University and the Raoul Wallenberg Institute. Eleven e-learning courses have been
finalised and are open for free access and use by Chinese scholars, students and practitioners.

::Developing Curriculum and Networking in China

In 2015, more than 30 professors and educators, either already teaching human rights or in the process
of developing courses at Master’s level, participated in a seminar in Beijing to explore and discuss human
rights course curricula. Another 60 teachers participated in a large national network meeting for human
rights scholars.

::Strengthening Teachers’ Human Rights Knowledge

40 Indonesian university teachers completed their final training in international law and human rights,
conducted by NCHR in collaboration with the Center for Human Rights Studies at the Indonesian Islamic
University in Yogyakarta. Over the course of five years, the teachers have completed training in various
human rights modules, to strengthen their ability to teach and research human rights.

9

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION
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RULE OF LAW

Offering Police Forces
Alternatives to Torture
Police forces in Vietnam and Indonesia are trained in investigative methods
that uphold human rights. NCHR is currently involved in developing international
standards on police methods
How can national police forces replace torture and
other confession-oriented interrogation methods with
techniques compliant with human rights? This is the
objective in focus when police forces in Vietnam and
Indonesia are introduced to knowledge-based investigative methods through a project organised by the
NCHR, the Norwegian Police University College and
the University of Oslo.

Investigation expert Asbjørn Rachlew shares experiences with Nguyen Xuan Yem,
Rector of Vietnam Police Academy, sitting in the chairs where the mass murderer
and the police sat during interrogations after the 22 nd July massacre in Norway.
(Photo: Vietnam Police Academy)
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The training is held in cooperation with the
Ministry of Public Security and People’s Police
Academy in Vietnam, and the FRR Law Office
and the Criminal Investigation Department of the
Indonesian Police (BARESKRIM).
Presumption of Innocence in Practice
The method presented in the training,
Investigative Interviewing, is based on the
PEACE model developed by police in England
and Wales, which later inspired the K.R.E.A.T.I.V
training programme within the Norwegian police.
The core underlying idea is to provide an alternative to traditional interrogative techniques,
which, according to research, increase the
risk of grave human rights violations, such as
excessive use of force.
In Investigative Interviewing, police officers use
an open and emphatic interviewing style. The
objective is to gather solid evidence that can
be admissible in court, not to confirm already
held presumptions by the police. In practical
terms, this means that the police officer will be
in a better position to act in accordance with the
principle of the presumption of innocence.

People will say anything when they are tortured. Research shows that
the efficiency of torture is a myth

»

Using Experience from 22 July Massacre
Some of the lessons that are part of the training in Indonesia and Vietnam derive from the
Norwegian Police’s response to the massacre of
22nd July 2011 where the police responded with
established human rights compliant methods.
According to NCHR researchers, this demonstrates that human rights and investigation can
be combined, even in situations where national
security is threatened.
The goal behind the project is to provide police
in Indonesia and Vietnam with research-based
methods where human rights, effective investigation and mutual trust between the police and the
population are all combined.
Included in Police Education
In Vietnam, NCHR is working in cooperation
with the national police training, People’s Police
Academy. The country has recently adopted a
new criminal procedure law where the presumption of innocence and video recording of interrogations are included.

In Indonesia, police have included Investigative
Interviewing in the further training of investigators.
They are now educating 750 investigators in this
method.
– The Indonesian Police responded quickly after
they had become familiar with the Investigative
Interviewing approach. Long before we expected, they included a week-long component on
Investigative Interviewing into the classes for
further education of police detectives, says Knut D.
Aspelund, Director of the Indonesia Programme.
Developing International Standards
The NCHR is involved in an international initiative to develop international standards on police
interrogation methods that comply with human
rights, initiated by the UN Special Rapporteur on
Torture, Juan Méndez. NCHR has been invited to
several UN initiated seminars on torture, including
the Special Rapporteurs gathering of experts, set
up to advise him and his report on international
standards for police interrogation to the UN General
Assembly.
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RULE OF LAW

Asbjørn Rachlew, seasoned detective and guest researcher at the NCHR

n n

HIGHLIGHTS n n

RULE OF LAW

::Vietnam’s New Criminal Code Strengthens Fair Trial

Vietnam’s new Criminal Code contains direct reference to Investigative Interviewing methods and theory
and strengthens fair trial provisions. Video and audio recording of police interviews and the presumption
of innocence are now included in the Code.

::60 Chief Judges Trained in Rule of Law

60 chief judges from courts located in many of Indonesia’s provinces received a three-day training course
in rule of law and human rights. By strengthening the judiciary’s knowledge about rule of law, the duties of
the state and the judiciary in accordance with international and domestic law becomes apparent.

::50 Officers Trained in Law of Armed Conflict

50 officers from the Special Forces Command participated in the Law of Armed Conflict and Human
Rights training in Batujajar, West Java.

::Putting New Police Methods into Practice

35 police officers and five captains from the Military Police participated at a course in Investigative
Interviewing, in cooperation with FRR Law Office and the Criminal Investigation Department of the
Indonesian Police (BARESKRIM). Indonesian detectives screened video footage documenting their
promising efforts using this methodology in their own work.

::Visiting Chinese Scholars in Oslo

The NCHR received two Chinese law scholars, from Wuhan and Guangzhou, researching “Pre-trial justice:
A comparative perspective Europe and China” and “Human rights protection in local legislation”. While in
Oslo, the two scholars lectured the Master’s students in Educational Leadership about how human rights
are taught in China.
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Kopassus, the Indonesian Army’s Special Forces, is practising new knowledge of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) in simulated
conflict situations. (Photo: UiO)
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FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

Challenging Child Marriage
through Islamic Arguments
In a new reference book, NCHR partner Rumah Kitab provides alternative religious
arguments countering child marriage.
Approximately one in every six Indonesian girls
is married before they are 18 years old, according
to UNICEF, making Indonesia a country with a high
number of child marriages. Yet can arguments from
Islamic texts be used to challenge this harmful practice? Partner of the NCHR and the Oslo Coalition,
the Indonesian foundation Rumah Kitab, Institute
for Studies, Research and Empowerment based on
Kitab Kuning, conducted a research project on the
topic in 2015 in order to provide a reference book
for discussions on why child marriage needs to be
re-examined.
A Fatwa on Child Marriage?
Through the project, religious arguments were approached, as they are often at the core of the debate
when justifying or countering child marriage. The
project resulted in the book Fiqh on Child Marriage:
Re-reading the Religious texts on Marriage in
Childhood, presenting solid religious arguments
together with empirical data on the negative impacts
of child marriage.
The book was launched at the office of Nahdlatul
Ulama’s Executive Board (PBNU) in 2015, Nahdlatul
Ulama is the largest independent Islamic organisation in the world. The event was attended by more
than 200 participants, including members of the
ulama, a body of Muslim scholars with specialised,
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authoritative knowledge of Islam. Nahdlatul
Ulama’s Executive Board requested copies of
the book as material for discussions to prepare
a fatwa/recommendation to the Indonesian
government on child marriage.
Changed Perceptions of a Child’s Maturity
The book presents different approaches to the
most renowned texts on child marriage in Islam.
Here, the author considers the context of the
texts, in contrast with more literal readings.
For instance, it is argued that the meaning of a
child’s maturity is viewed differently in our time
and therefore the marriage age should increase
accordingly. The foundation has received several
invitations to present the results of the project in
Indonesia.
Spreading Knowledge to Judges
Rumah Kitab now aims to conduct an End Child
Marriage campaign based on discussions the
book has generated, in universities, to pesantren,
Islamic boarding schools and in regions where
the practice of child marriage is widespread. The
foundation also aims to reach out to religious
court judges and officers of the Religious
Affairs Offices (KUA) who deal directly with child
m
 arriage.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

Critical religious-legal reflection is an important contribution in the
fight against child marriage. This is a new approach that must not be
overlooked as it is a key to change in practice.

»

Lena Larsen, Director of the Oslo Coalition at the NCHR

NCHR partner Rumah Kitab launched the book “Fiqh on Child Marriage: Re-reading Religious Texts on Marriage in Childhood”.
(Photo: Rumah Kitab)

15

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF
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::The Relation between Sharia and Human Rights

The course in sharia and human rights was held for the fourth time at the University of Muhammadiyah
Malang (UMM) in Indonesia and for the second time at Gadjah Mada University (UGM), Indonesia. 120
students applied for the 30 seats on the course at UMM. The objective is that younger Muslim scholars
and intellectuals adopt an evidence-based approach to challenges at the intersection of sharia understanding and human rights.

::Investigating the Georgian State-Church Relation

The Oslo Coalition wrote a critical report on the concordat between the Georgian State and the Georgian
Orthodox Church, assessed against the standards by which Georgia has conducted itself as Europe
Council Member. The report came as a result of the conclusions of the Council of Europe Human Rights
Commissioner Nils Muižnieks following his visit to Georgia in 2014.

::Politicisation of Freedom of Religion or Belief

The Oslo Coalition held a two-day international seminar in Oslo, with a follow-up seminar to a wider
audience, on Rights, Dilemmas and the Politicisation of Freedom of Religion or Belief (FORB). Several
international experts contributed, including UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Belief, Heiner Bielefeldt.

::Facilitating Freedom of Religion or Belief: Now in a Bosnian edition

The book, Facilitating Freedom of Religion or Belief: A Deskbook, was translated and also published in
Bosnian. The book has garnered a great deal of interest in Bosnia.

16
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A seminar on Keeping the Faith: A Study of Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion in ASEAN was held by the Oslo Coalition. (Photo: UiO).
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BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Strengthening Village Governance
and Human Rights
NCHR and Ecosoc Institute trained Indonesian villagers and village heads in promoting
their rights under Indonesia’s Village Law.
Indonesia’s recently passed 2014 Village Law takes
decentralisation to a new level, with strongly increased financial transfers to the village level and
increased authority to manage village affairs. Still,
there is a strong concern that the increased financial
flows will lead to an increase in corruption and elite
capture, if not political awareness is increased at the
village level.

Relation between Land Conflicts
and Village Law
A particular concern has been how the changes
will affect village governance and land conflicts
between villagers and large-scale companies in
the palm oil plantation and extractive industries.
The law could have consequences for such
conflicts as land grabbing often is based on
collusion between village elites and companies.
Trainings for Village Representatives
NCHR conducted trainings in rights-based implementation of the Village Law. To ensure ‘checks
and balances’ the participants came from both
inside and outside the formal village structure.
The training was conducted in cooperation with
Ecosoc Institute and Nahdlatul Ulama (NU). NU
is to the largest independent Islamic organization
in the world, with strong networks at village level
in Indonesia.

Village heads and village activists at a pesantren, an Islamic boarding school, is
addressed by Sri Palupi, senior researcher at Ecosoc Institute, during a training on the
Village Law in Banten province. (Photo: Ecosoc Institute)
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Developing a Practical Guide
A practical guide on how to relate to the Village
Law, directed at ordinary villagers, is currently
developed. Awareness of rights and social mobilization from below is needed to prevent abuses
of power and ensure that the Law will get positive
effect on the human rights situation in Indonesia.

 HIGHLIGHTS n n

::Transmigration, Palm Oil Industry and Human Rights

NCHR and Ecosoc Institute carried out research on how transmigration, i.e. state-sponsored internal
migration programs in Indonesia linked to palm oil plantation development, has affected the human rights
situation in four provinces. The research will form the basis for future human rights advocacy.
The Indonesian government has announced plans to move four million people in Indonesia by 2019,
further increasing the relevance of the research. A senior researcher from Ecosoc Institute has been given
formal advisory roles at two key ministries, which provides an important channel for policy inputs.

::Business and Human Rights in China

As part of the programme to support Human Rights Education (HRE) at Chinese universities Associate
Professor Gentian Zyberi lectured on Business and Human Rights to students at Renmin University in
Beijing using digital classroom.

A report on palm oil and human rights, based on case studies from Central Kalimantan, was launched in Indonesia. (Photo: Ecosoc Institute)
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BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

China Obtains its First Law
against Domestic Violence
Many Chinese women are affected by violence from their partner and in the family.
The Chinese organisation ADVN, supported by the NCHR, played a key role in
securing legislation to combat this serious problem.
In 2015, the National People’s Congress adopted China’s first law against domestic violence.
The Chinese organisation Anti-Domestic Violence
Network (ADVN), supported by the NCHR for over
a decade, was a strong contributor to the new
l egislation.
ADVN First to Lift National Taboo
ADVN was the first Chinese organisation to
address the taboo of domestic violence.
“Chinese academics and civil society representatives
were inspired to set up this organisation to strengthen women’s rights, change attitudes and engage in
the fight against domestic violence after the World
Conference on Women in Beijing 1995,” says
Cecilie Figenschou Bakke, Director of the
China Programme.
Despite targeted efforts, getting the law enacted has
entailed a push by academics and activists that has
spanned over a decade. Research, documentation
and teaching were crucial in ADVN’s work. This
made it possible for NCHR, as a university actor, to
support the organisation.

20
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Using Media and TV Celebrities
ADVN was both traditional and innovative at the
same time when addressing domestic violence.
While retaining the close links to China’s
official women’s organisation, the All China
Women’s Federation (ACWF), national information campaigns and linking up to TV and soap
operas also played an important role. These TV
campaigns, in conjunction with soap operas had
a broad reach across China.
Universities Important for Enforcement
For the law to be implemented, the government
must provide training to those who are supposed to enforce it. Chinese prosecutors, police
and judges must have incentives to investigate
and take on cases involving domestic violence.
Here, Chinese universities have a role to play.
Non-discrimination and women’s rights are a
key component in all NCHR teaching activities
in China.

EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

The famous Chinese actor Wang Xuebing starred in the soap opera where the taboo on violence against women was lifted. (Photo: ADVN)
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::Spreading Knowledge on Non-discrimination in Employment in China

The NCHR supported the publication of 4,000 copies of the Chinese-language book “Promoting
Employment Equality: From the Perspective of International Human Rights” authored by Dr. Lu Haina
at Renmin University Law School. The book is a valuable contribution to the promotion of equality and
non-discrimination in employment in both academic discussions as well as legal developments.
The book has been widely disseminated to scholars and experts working on equality and nondiscrimination in China and is available in bookstores and law libraries.

::Publication on Disability Rights

The NCHR supported the publication of 2,000 copies of the Chinese-language book “Disability Rights
Studies vol. II”. The book is a collection of academic articles written by key experts on disability rights in
China and provide input to policy processes and the academic discussion.

::Strengthening Minority Rights in China

The NCHR cooperates with the Yunnan University Law School (LSYU) and the Sami Centre of the
University of Tromsø (UiT) on a Master’s Programme on Law and Ethnic Affairs in China. This cooperation
has greatly advanced the development of minority and human rights law teaching and research in China.
NCHR currently has a teaching partnership with Yunnan University Law School where NCHR contributes
teaching resources for compulsory courses at a Master in Ethnic Law.
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NCHR supported a training course in “Elections and Me” organised by the Vietnamese civil society partner GPAR. (Photo: GPAR)
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HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS

International Human Rights Mechanisms
The NCHR supports initiatives enabling our local academic partners to learn more
about regional and multilateral processes important to the protection of human rights.
Participation in UN processes helps enrich domestic
debates on how human rights can be implemented.
It can also generate continued support for already
established norms and human rights mechanisms.
Public Participation
As the first decade of the Human Rights Council
draws towards an end it has become evident that
engagement by civil society is of key importance
to reach the ambitious goals spelled out in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international treaty conventions. It is important that
academics and experts get a better understanding

UN Human Rights Council
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of how the UN human rights system works,
especially in countries where censorship is
a problem.
Bringing UN Recommendations Home
Local partners of the NCHR are eager to access
information and learn more about the UN and how
the human rights system works in practice. Through
participation in the UPR and treaty body system
local actors get insight into their governments’
human rights commitments, obligations and on
going debates with the UN. Academics make good
use of UN information and UPR recommendations
in their teaching and research at home.

HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS

n n

HIGHLIGHTS n n

::China up for Hearing under the Torture Convention

In November, China’s 5th report to the United Nations Committee against Torture (CAT) was up
for review. Chinese legal experts and law students participated in the review as part of a larger
NCHR delegation to Geneva to learn more about the work of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) and CAT.

::The New Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Four Chinese law and development scholars attended, along with NCHR staff, academic and policy
events relating to the adoption of the SDGs in New York in September. A follow-up dissemination
meeting on Chinese policies in the area of human rights and sustainable development was also
arranged in Beijing for a group of 24 international and Chinese experts.

Chinese development and law
scholars with NCHR staff at the
adoption of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals in New York.
(Photo: UiO)
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OPPORTUNITIES

NCHR Academy of Human Rights
Each year, the international programmes at the NCHR offer students and academics
the opportunity to apply for human rights courses, scholarships and internships.
The NCHR Academy held two courses in 2015:
• Introductory Course on International

Human Rights
• Advanced Course on the Human Right

to Education
The Introductory Course on International Human
Rights provided a comprehensive introduction to
international human rights, their institutions and
substantive rights, as well as their monitoring,
implementation and enforcement. Topics covered
included human rights and business, disability rights,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion or belief,
rule of law and the prevention of torture, women’s

Anand Singh from India, Meaghan Davis from the US and Thein
Lwin from Myanmar, exchanged experiences on defending the right
to education during the Advanced Course on the Human Right to
Education. (Photo: UiO)
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rights and indigenous peoples’ rights. 20 participants attended the course, which seeks to
provide participants with introductory knowledge
of international human rights that may broaden
their perspectives and opportunities for integrating human rights principles, standards and
approaches into their daily work. The Advanced
Course on the Human Right to Education
provided 20 participants from countries such as
Myanmar, Angola and India with knowledge on
the right to education in theory and practice with
a particular focus on issues of discrimination,
resource allocation, school fees and quality of
education. The course aims to equip participants
with specialist-level knowledge, enable critical
discussion and network building with practitioners and scholars from across the globe.
Visiting Scholar Programme
The NCHR’s Visiting Scholar Programme offers
researchers from Mainland China, Indonesia
and Vietnam the unique opportunity to become a guest researcher in Oslo for a period
of two months every year. The objective of the
Programme is to: support emerging high quality
research within the field of international human
rights; build human rights research capacity in
the target countries; and provide international
networking and exchange opportunities between
individuals and institutions in the field of human

Scholarship to International
Master’s Students
The international programmes offer master student scholarships to five students from Indonesia
and Vietnam studying for the NCHR’s M. Phil in
The Theory and Practice of Human Rights. The
scholarships cover all living costs for two years.
Internship Programme
Students from the NCHR’s M. Phil in the Theory
and Practice of Human Rights have the opportu-

nity to apply for internships at the international programmes, as part of their obligatory course “Human
Rights in Practice”. In 2015, six students worked at
local human rights organisations and NCHR country
programmes.
Student Exchange Programme
Recently signed student exchange agreements with
Chinese universities allow for MA students to spend
one semester at the NCHR and the Faculty of Law of
the University of Oslo. In 2015, five Chinese students
studied human rights at the NCHR in addition to six
at the Faculty of Law. The new agreements have also
enabled Norwegian law students from UiO to spend
one semester in Beijing.

NCHR visiting scholars participated in a study tour to Geneva and attended the 56th meeting of the Committee Against Torture. (Photo: UiO)
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rights. In 2015, the NCHR welcomed five visiting
scholars, focusing on topics such as UN, the
Human Rights Council and Rule of Law.
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PUBLICATIONS

Selected Publications
Publications written by, or with support from, the International Programmes.

Bakke, Cecilie Figenschou, Smith, Rhona &
MacLeod, Merethe Borge: “Capacity building approach for Human Rights Education in
China – Nordic experiences and perspectives”, in
International Engagement in China’s Human Rights.
Titus Chen og Dingding Chen (eds.) Routledge
China Policy Series.

male Authority in Islamic Tradition. London:
Oneworld Publishing, 2015
Lu, Haina: “Woguo Dui Pingdeng Jiuyequan de
Guojia Baohu-Yi Guojifa Wei Shijiao” (The state’s
protection of equal employment right in China
- in the Lights of the International Law), Falu
Chubanshe: China Law Press 2015.

Chen, Si: “Towards a Business and Human Rights
Treaty”. (MA thesis), 2015, Faculty of Law, UIO.
Gunn, T. Jeremy and Dag Nygaard: “Georgian
Constitutional Values versus Political and Financial
Interests. The Constitutional Agreement’s Departure
from the Georgian Principle of Equality”. Report from
the Oslo Coalition, NCHR, UiO, 2015
Frydenlund, Iselin: “Are Myanmar’s monks hindering
democratisation?” East Asia Forum (4. November)
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/11/04/are-myanmars-monks-hindering-democratisation/
Lindholm, Tore, Durham Jr, W. Cole, og Bahia G.
Tahzib-Lie (red.): “Sloboda Vjere Ili Uvjerenja”.
Bosnian translation of the book Facillitating Freedom
of Religion or Belief: A Deskbook. Sarajevo: Center
for Advanced Studies, 2015.
Larsen, Lena: “‘Men are the protectors and main
tainers of women…’: Three fatwas on spousal roles
and rights” in Men in Charge? Reinterpretation of

Dr. Lu, Associate Professor at Renmin University in Beijing,
wrote a pulibcation on the state’s protection of equal employment right in China. Photo: UiO
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EVENTS

Events organised by, or with participation from, the International Programmes
at the NCHR.
Aksel Tømte held a presentation on «Palm Oil
and Human Rights» during the Human Rights
Week o
 rganised by students at the Faculty of Law,
University of Oslo. Held 2 February at the University
of Oslo (UiO), Norway
Iselin Frydenlund particated in a panel discussion during the Human Rights Human Wrongs Film
Festival, in February in Oslo
Lena Larsen participated in the panel on the
launch seminar of the book “Men in Charge.
Reinterpretation of Male Authority in the Islamic
Tradition”, SOAS, London. She participated in
a workshop titled “Building knowledge on Equality

in Marriage: Workshop on Next Steps”. Held 7
and 8 March in London
Aksel Tømte gave a lecture on “Transmigration,
palm oil and human rights”. Held 13 May at the
University of Amsterdam
Iselin Frydenlund presented the paper
“Conflicting Notions of religious freedom in
Sri Lanka” during the conference “Religious
violence in South (East) Asia: “Domestic and
Transnational Drivers of Intolerance against
Muslim Minorities”. Held 15 June at Vrije
Universiteit, Amsterdam

NCHR hosted a panel on Human Rights Education in Asia during the 6th International Conference on Human Rights Education,
held in Middelburg in the Netherlands. (Photo: UiO)
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Yi Wang held a presentation on “Review on
anti-human trafficking legislation framework and
policies in China”, during the “Law and Society in
the 21st Century: The functions of law in a global
society”. Held 10-12 June at the Faculty of Law,
UiO

Knut D. Asplund presented experiences with
Investigative Interviewing in Indonesia at the 8th
Annual Conference for the International Investigative
Interviewing Research Group. Held 25 June at
Deakin Management Centre, Australia
Lena Larsen held the key note lecture entitled
“Islam, Reform and Modernity. Religious Reasoning
and common modernize Morality” during the
research seminar “Muslim and Islam in European
Modernity”. Held 19 - 20 August at Durham
University, UK
Kathinka Fürst held a lecture on “Regulating
through leverage: environmental pollution regulation
in China. Research design and findings” for PhD and
MA students. Held 12 November at China University
of Political Science and Law
The Oslo Coalition was co-host of “G20 Interfaith
Summit: Religion, Harmony, and Sustainable
Development”. Lena Larsen attended the presentation in the panel under the title “Women, Faith and
Sustainable Development” during the conference.
Held 16-18 November in Istanbul, Turkey
Iselin Frydenlund presented a paper entitled
“The Political Paradoxes of Buddhist Revivalism
in Sri Lanka seminar Religious Pluralism in Asia:
Engagements, disengagement, activism”. 26
November at Science Po in Paris

Knut D. Asplund presented experiences from work on
Investigative Interviewing in Indonesia under a panel at
the annual conference of the International Investigative
Interviewing Research Group (IIIRG). (Photo: UiO)

Lena Larsen attended the conference “Research
and human rights” at the Norwegian Academy of
Sciences and presented the paper: “Comparative
religion which approach to the promotion of the right
to freedom of religion and life vision of freedom”.
Held 7-8 December in Oslo
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Cecilie Figenschou Bakke and Rhona Smith
gave a presentation on “Promoting international
human rights norms through research and education: The Nordic model and its role in a changing China”, during “Law and Society in the 21st
Century: The functions of law in a global society”.
Held 10-12 June at the Faculty of Law, UiO

EVENTS

Kathinka Fürst gave the presentation “China
and the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals” during a seminar to commemorate the 67th
anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights.
Held 10 December at China University of Political
Science and Law

Windi Arini Imam, Anne Kari Bråtveit
Johansen, Huong Ngo, Yang Songcai,
Aksel Tømte and Yi Wang gave presentations
during a NCHR organised panel on “Human
Rights Education in Asia” at the 6th International
Conference on Human Rights Education
“Translating Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms to
Today’s World”. Held 17-19 December in
Middelburg, Netherlands

NCHR Director Inga Bostad (middle) discussed human rights education with academical staff at the School of Law, Vietnam National
University. (Photo: UiO)
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The Norwegian Centre for Human Rights (NCHR) is a leading multidisciplinary
research institution at the Faculty of Law at the University of Oslo. The NCHR conducts
research, education, dissemination and international projects on human rights. The
NCHR’s uniqueness is ensured by combining research and teaching with international
programmes in its work to promote human rights. The NCHR hosts one of the largest
human rights libraries in the Nordic countries. The NCHR has around 70 staff and our
total budget is approximately 95 million NOK per year.

For more information:
http://www.jus.uio.no/smr/english/about/programmes/index.html
Follow us on Facebook: Norsk senter for menneskerettigheter / Norwegian Centre for Human Rights
Follow us on Twitter: @smr_uio

