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The Report: What and How?

• This general report maps and evaluates the availability and forms of human 

rights legal education at Bulgarian universities offering a law degree.

• Sources of information:

Based on two questionnaires (in English), one for students and one for 

academic staff.

Information received by the Bulgarian MoJ from universities.

Information checked through open sources, including institutional 

websites. 

Discussions in the project team.

• Limitations: limited number of responses on the questionnaires (18 

academic staff and 68 students).



Bulgarian Universities Offering a Law Degree

 In alphabetical order:

1.Angel Kanchev’ University of Ruse (UR); 

2.Burgas Free University (BFU); 

3.New Bulgarian University (NBU); 

4.Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv (UP); 

5.Sofia University ‘St. Kliment Ohridski’ (SU); 

6.South-West University ‘Neofit Rilski’ (SWU); 

7.University of National and World Economy (UNWE); 

8.University of Veliko Tarnovo St. Cyril and Methodius (UVT); 

9.Varna Free University ‘Chernorizets Hrabar’ (VFU).



Content of the Assessment Report

• Introduction

• Human rights legal education in Europe and beyond

• Key information that was collected and analyzed in the assessment report

• Assessment of availability of courses

• Assessment of availability of teaching materials in Bulgarian

• Assessment of human resources

• Human rights trainings

• Concluding remarks

• Recommendations

• Annex 1: Teachers’ Responses to the survey ‘Effectiveness of Human Rights Law education in the 

Bulgarian universities’

• Annex 2: Students’ Responses to the survey ‘Effectiveness of Human Rights Law teaching in the Law 

Faculties in Higher Education in Bulgaria’



Human Rights Legal Education in Europe and 

Beyond

• Not easy to outline common benchmarks, due to differences in the 

programs among the European countries, despite the harmonization 

effect of the Bologna process and the European Higher Education 

Area;

• There are several programs at the European and international level 

that can serve as good examples to follow; 

• Necessary adjustments to reflect the specificities of the Bulgarian 

legal system and culture;

• Association of Human Rights Institutions (AHRI);

• Global Campus on Human Rights.



What Did We Try to Map?

• Four components:

Mapping of human rights courses;

Mapping of teaching materials on human rights;

Mapping of human resources available;

Mapping of available training on human rights for 

academic staff, NGOs and practitioners.



Availability of Human Rights Courses

• All Bulgarian universities teach human rights as part of constitutional law and 

public international law, which are compulsory courses in all instances;

• Less frequently, human rights content is found in courses such as European 

law, refugee/asylum law, and international criminal law;

• Seven universities have dedicated human rights courses;

• Six offer them as elective subjects exclusively (UR, NBU, UP, SWU, UNWE 

and VFU);

• SU’s master’s programme ‘Protection of Fundamental Rights’ offers thirteen 

separate courses on human rights, seven of which are compulsory subjects;

• SU and NBU have the most comprehensive curricula and cover human rights 

topics in a wider and more specialized variety of subjects;



Availability of Teaching Materials in Bulgarian (1)

• Various responses concerning the availability of teaching materials in Bulgarian: 
“plenty”, “some”, “none”.

• Various responses concerning the use of teaching materials in English: “yes”, 
“sometimes”, “not at all”.

• Frequently referenced authors were Atanas Semov (4),  Evgeni Tanchev (3),  Orlin
Borisov (3),  Tsvetana Kamenova (2),  Diana Kovacheva (2),  and Janusz Simonides 
(2).

• 16 of 68 respondents affirmed to be aware of the existence of teaching materials on 
European or international human rights law in Bulgarian language. Authors include 
O’Boyle et al; Evgeni Tanchev,  Tsvetana Kamenova,  and Orlin Borisov.

• Only source that was cited in both students’ and professors’ responses was the 
Council of Europe’s Introduction to the European Convention on Human Rights.

• Other teaching materials used: in German, French,  and Russian.



Availability of Teaching Materials in Bulgarian (2)

• Availability of human rights materials can and needs to be improved. 

• Most of the Bulgarian language sources mentioned are more than a decade 

old and cover very specific aspects of international human rights law. 

• Because human rights law is subject to continuous development, textbooks 

need to be updated regularly (every 3-5 years). 

• There is an evident, and to some extent understandable, orientation towards 

the study of the European human rights framework. 

• The ECHR and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights are very important for 

the Bulgarian legal system, but international aspects also need to be covered, 

given that Bulgaria is a State party to the main international human rights 

treaties.



Assessment of Human Resources

• Most of the professionals with doctoral education in human rights obtained 

their degrees in Bulgaria.

• General perception is that the participants are not necessarily well informed on 

their peers’ educational background and that obtaining human rights 

credentials abroad is not a common practice. 

• However, it is evident that knowledge in the field of human rights is a 

prerequisite for teaching at the universities with dedicated courses or that have 

integrated such content to related subjects.

• Currently no accredited doctoral program on human rights in Bulgaria, but it is 

possible to obtain a doctoral degree in law (Constitutional Law, Public 

International Law, or European Union law), on a human rights-related topic. 



Availability of Human Rights Trainings (1)

• Availability of human rights training for academic staff received varied 

responses: “yes”, “no”, “don’t know”.

• The institutions most frequently mentioned were the Ombudsman, the 

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, and the Bulgarian Lawyers for Human Rights 

foundation. 

• Other institutions mentioned were the European Union Agency for 

Fundamental Rights, the European Network of Equality Bodies, the Academy 

of European Law, the European Commission, and Bulgaria’s ministries of 

Justice, of Foreign Affairs, and of Interior. 

• General references were also made to courts, non-governmental 

organisations, and lawyers. 



Availability of Human Rights Trainings (2)

• Significant lack in the availability of human rights training for the 

surveyed 18 participants. 

• Most initiatives appear to be external and are not specifically tailored 

to the needs of professors/teachers in the field of human rights. 

• The information on the periodicity and content of such opportunities is 

also limited.

• Need for specific training on pedagogical issues, as well as complex 

human rights topics.



Some Concluding Remarks

• Human rights legal education in Bulgaria has developed over the years, with 
specific elective or compulsory courses on human rights, or with human rights 
issues included in other courses.

• Still such developments remain insufficient when assessed against 
international standards.

• The teaching materials in Bulgarian are in need of improvement both in terms 
of breadth and depth, but also in making them more up-to-date.

• Human resources for teaching human rights have been developed, with 
academic staff obtaining a PhD degree on issues related to human rights.

• Several actors involved in human rights training, but there is no coordination 
among the universities, or the other actors concerning the scope and topics to 
be discussed.



Main Recommendations

• Include human rights legal education as a compulsory part of the curriculum at 

Bulgarian universities offering law degrees.

• Develop teaching materials in Bulgarian to cover the breadth and depth of 

international and European human rights law and ensure they are kept up-to-

date through revision every 3-5 years or at other suitable regular intervals.

• Develop a PhD program on human rights law.

• Provide continuous training for human rights teachers and other professionals 

engaged with the higher education system.

• Organize an annual or biennial forum to ensure regular engagement with 

human rights teaching matters.



Three Additional Recommendations

• Shift the focus in human rights legal education from historical, philosophical 

and normative aspects towards the contemporary legal concepts in the 

protection of human rights, as developed in the jurisprudence of the European 

Court of Human Rights.

• Emphasis on the development of critical and analytical abilities in students with 

respect to legal concepts, social, political and cultural values, so that to 

encourage them to evaluate human rights issues and to seek and formulate 

creative legal, institutional and public policy solutions. 

• Encourage interdisciplinary studies in human rights and the dialogue between 

law students and students in other humanitarian scientific fields on human 

rights issues.



Thank you!
www.eeagrants.org

Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram

YouTube: EEANorwayGrants

Mail: info-fmo@efta.int


