
     

 

 
METHODOLOGICAL CHALLENGES IN HUMAN RIGHTS RESEARCH 

 
EXTENDED CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
The Nordic Network in Human Rights Research hereby calls for papers to a research panel of the 

Association of Human Rights Institute’s Annual Conference, to be held in Vienna, Austria, on 12-13 

September 2012.  

It has been argued that human rights research is characterized by methodological sloppiness with 
little awareness of methodology. At the same time, human rights researchers often cross disciplinary 
borders and use data and approaches from different disciplines. Some argue that human rights 
research is becoming an academic discipline of its own, while others insist on disciplinary rigor and 
separation. This research panel will address such overarching questions, but more importantly issues 
on application of methodologies in practice. We are open to a range of topics relating to 
methodological challenges in human rights research and encourage papers with a special focus on: 
 

 Methodological criteria for sound human rights research 

 Crossing, mixing and combining research approaches from different disciplines in human 
rights research: dangers and achievements 

 Disciplinary approaches – methodological lessons from case studies and comparative analysis  

 Case studies of applied human rights methodology in law, social science and the humanities, 
e.g. methodological approaches of PhD projects 

 Methods in assessment studies: impact analysis, fact finding, monitoring etc. 

 Human rights field work: Practices and challenges of data collection, verification, reliability 

 Challenges and opportunities of comparative and qualitative human rights research 

 Ethical issues in human rights research 
 

We encourage doctoral students and post-doctoral researchers to submit papers reflecting on their 

own practices in addressing these and related methodological issues. Abstracts of approximately 200 

words should be sent to Jenny Graver (jenny.graver@nchr.uio.no).  

The deadline for submission has been extended to July 15th.  

The venue of the research panel is Hotel Schloss Wilhelminenberg in Vienna and the overarching 

topic of the Association of Human Rights Institutes (AHRI) Annual Conference is Empower human 

rights!, http://www.ahri-network.org/ The AHRI conference is hosted by the Ludwig Boltzmann 

Institute of Human Rights in Vienna. 

Limited funding is available through the Nordic Network in Human Rights Research for travel and 

accommodation costs. Only presenters of a paper are eligible for financial support, on the basis of an 

application. We have pre-booked rooms at Hotel Schloss Wilhelminenberg,which will be paid directly 
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by the network should your abstract be accepted. If you wish to apply for a travel grant, please 

include a budget for your travel costs in NOK, in a paragraph following your abstract. 

The Nordic Network in Human Rights Research is coordinated by the Norwegian Centre for Human 

Rights at the Faculty of Law, University of Oslo, see http://www.jus.uio.no/smr/english/ 

For more information on the Nordic Network in Human Rights Research and the partners, please 

visit: http://www.jus.uio.no/smr/english/research/nordicnetwork.html 
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